
 

 

September 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It is with great excitement that I welcome you back to the start of a new academic year at 

CSIA. On behalf of the pastoral team and form tutors, we are very much looking forward to 

seeing your son or daughter return to school as they embark on their learning journey through 

Year 9. As Assistant Principal of Year 9, I am optimistic for an uninterrupted academic year 

where students will benefit from consistent high quality teaching and learning in the classroom, 

in addition to all the exciting opportunities and events that would normally feature during a 

school year at CSIA. 

 

Having reflected on the past year, I feel an enormous sense of pride for all students on how 

they handled the challenges and pressures of the past 18 months. My aim was to instil a sense 

of positivity and optimism in each and every student to ensure they remained motivated and 

eager to make the most of their opportunities at school. I firmly believe this was characterised 

by their attitude and ambition demonstrated during activities week and sports day, which 

were by far, the highlights of the year.  

 

My vision for this year is that students build on their experiences, foster their resilience and 

direct their attention to academic progress whilst enjoying the breadth of activities that 

feature on our extracurricular programme. It is essential that students hone their skills, 

knowledge and independence to a standard that best prepares them for their GCSE courses 

starting next year. It is therefore vital that students are organised, prepared and ready to 

learn with the correct equipment, uniform and positive mind-set, which will be supported 

through the role of their form tutor. I would ask that you also support form tutors by ensuring 

students are punctual and maintain an attendance of at least 97% throughout the academic 

year. As mentioned in my previous letter, time out of school is detrimental for children’s 

cognitive and academic development with every 5% of absence, equating to approximately 

a drop in 1 GCSE grade per subject. 

 

Students will benefit from having the same year team in place where Mrs Leanne Hawke 

(Director of Year 9) and Mr Carl Godfrey (Pastoral Care Officer) will join myself in 

overseeing the pastoral care and academic progress of the year group. We will continue 

forging positive relationships with both students and you, as parents and carers, to ensure that 

your son or daughter can flourish in all faucets of school life. At CSIA we value the importance 

of working in partnership with parents and carers and, in my experience, for students to 

exceed their potential, their needs to be an open dialogue and regular communication with 

home. This is reflected in the Home School Agreement which I would like you to refer to and 

sign with your son or daughter prior to their return to school. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to draw your attention to some key dates to look forward to in the year ahead. 

Further information relating to each event will be shared with you in good notice. 

 

Deadline for Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award enrolment - 1st October 2021 

Parents evening – 23rd November 2021 

High Stakes Assessments – 10th January and 20th June 2022 

GCSE options evening – 7th February 2022 

GCSE options deadline – 18th March 2022 

Celebration of achievement evening – 23rd June 2022 

Sports day – 29th June 2022 

Activities week – 4th July 2022 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact the year team on enquiries@cambornescience.co.uk or 

01209 712280 should you wish to discuss how we can further support your child. We will 

endeavour to return calls or answer queries within a 24 hour period. Please note that all 

documentation, for example, data reports, will be sent home in the legal name of your child. 

Yours sincerely  

 
 

Marc Sweeney – Assistant Principal: Year 9 
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