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16 Best State Secondary School in Cornwall - Real Schools Guide 2016

Outstanding for exam results, discipline, teaching quality, facilities and 
leadership/management - Independent Parental Survey, June 2016.

CSIA continues to be Cornwall’s most consistently 
high performing state secondary school. 

See inside for details.

Outstanding ‘A’ Level and 
GCSE Results!



Year 8 French Trip
During October half term, the 
Modern Foreign Languages 
Department ran the annual Year 8 
French tip to Chateau de Grande 
Romaine, situated 30 minutes 
from Paris. Students and staff left 
school at 12.30am on Friday 21 
October. After the 14 hour coach 
journey, students and staff were 
able to enjoy the many different 
leisure activities on offer at the 
chateau; from badminton to ping 
pong and football to basketball, 
there was plenty for all to enjoy!

The following morning, after a 
much needed rest, our students 
were up and ready to take 
advantage of the breakfast 
selection, which included 
favourites such as croissants and 
pain au chocolat. 

Straight after breakfast, the first 
group of students, guided by 
the PGL staff, scaled up a forty 
foot climbing wall, took part in 
abseiling, fired arrows on the 
archery range and put their 
teamwork skills to the test in the 
orienteering. 

Meanwhile the other group 
practiced their French at a local 
hypermarket, stocking up on vital 
souvenirs for family and friends. 
After a busy day, the evening 
activities at the chateau provided 
plenty of entertainment for 
the students, who had the 
opportunity to make crepes and 
take part in a fashion show.

The following day, everyone was 
excited for our trip to the historical 
market town of Brie. The French 
stall holders were very happy 

Students scaled a forty foot wall and practiced their
 archery skills at the Chateau



to see so many eager and polite British students 
buying up their entire stock of Paris hats and glass 
Eiffel Towers, amongst many other souvenirs.

After a highly enjoyable trip to Brie market, it was 
time for one of the highlights of the trip - the 
famous ascent of La Tour Eiffel! Students and staff 
took to the stairs and bravely scaled the many steps 
leading up to the second level. Upon reaching the 
top, everyone was in awe of the spectacular views 
over the Parisian city.

To finish off an already spectacular day in the capital 
of France, students headed back to the chateau in 
time for the final activity - the Chateau de Grand 

Romaine disco. Everyone agreed that this was the 
best day yet!

That was until our final day at Disneyland Paris. 
Groups never tire of going on Space Mountain 
for the 10th time and this year’s group of Year 8 
students proved to be no different. Everyone was 
also delighted to watch the Disney character parade 
before leaving for England that night.

The students were excellent ambassadors for the 
school and both staff and students had a fantastic 
time. The MFL department is already looking foward 
to next year’s exciting trip to Paris.

The Year 8 students made crepes back at the Chateau 
on the second night

Brie Market



Year 8 students ascending La Tour Eiffel (Eiffel Tower)

The students really enjoyed going to Disneyland Paris on the last day



Thailand 2016

CSIA have a long standing 
exchange programme with 
Mahidol Wittayanusorn School, 
Bangkok, Thailand. This year, 
seven students eagerly set 
off from CSIA on Sunday 30 
October at midnight. What lay 
ahead was a journey to Thailand’s 
most vibrant city and a visit to 
the top Science and Mathematics 
school in Thailand. The school 
is renowned for providing a 
specialised curriculum for the 
most gifted STEM students in 
Thailand and on this exchange 
our students had the opportunity 

to work alongside these students 
in their lessons, experience 
Thai culture and forge lasting 
friendships. 

The students involved in the trip 
have recorded a reflection of their 
experiences, which are indicative 
of the special connection 
between our schools:

Alex G - “This exchange trip has 
been phenomenal. I am so grateful 
that our school offers such an 
amazing International Programme 
that means I can experience a 

country as wonderful as Thailand. 
My buddy, Mil, was so kind and 
generous, and my favourite part of 
our trip was the time I spent with 
her. She showed me so much about 
Thai culture, Buddhism and their 
food and I can’t wait to one day 
return to such a colourful, beautiful 
country!”

Molly C - “Going to Thailand was 
such an incredible experience. I 
really enjoyed seeing new places  
with my buddy and I learned 
so many new things about Thai 
culture. On one of the days, I went 

CSIA students arrive in Thailand for a welcome meal



to the ‘Ancient City’ which was 
just incredible. There were many 
temples and examples of Thai 
architecture and I really loved every 
minute I was there. It was a great 
day spent with my buddy, which 
I will always remember. I really 
enjoyed trying new food which was 
really delicious, my favourite dish 
was the ‘Mango Sticky Rice’. I really 
recommend this trip to all students 
as it’s such an incredible experience 
that I will never forget.”

James R - “The Thailand trip was 
the best experience of my life so far. 
I particularly enjoyed the floating 
market because there are so many 
things going on at the same time, 
there was an amazing atmosphere 
with lots of hustle and bustle. There 
were lots of sights and sounds 
such as paddle boats with motors 
on them and people trying to sell 
you things from every side. I highly 
recommend considering going on 
this trip because it is so much fun 
and you will make so many new 
international friends at MWITS 
High School.”

Maddie J - “The Thailand trip has 
been one of the most amazing 
experiences I will ever have. All 
the students, teachers and other 
people we met along the way have 
all been so welcoming and friendly. 
We learnt so many things while in 
Thailand about their culture and 
way of living; we even learnt Thai 
Boxing and Thai classical dancing! 
Some of the places we visited 
are unique to Thailand so it was 
truly incredible to see things like a 
floating market, Buddhist temples 
and an elephant show. This trip is 
probably one of the best school 
trips and I would love to go again 
(I have been invited back by my 
buddy as well and I know we will 
see each other again in the future).

James gets involved with a Biology lesson

Maya and Molly play traditional instruments

A “close encouinter” with a very special elephant!



Maya M - “Going to Thailand was 
such an amazing opportunity, not 
only to learn about their culture, 
but to meet new people and 
make lifelong friendships. One 
of the many activities that we 
were able to do was the elephant 
show in Pattaya. This was one of 
my favourite activities where the 
elephants demonstrated a range of 
complicated and complex skills like 
painting, football, basketball, darts 
and even massages. I loved the fact 
that we could feed the elephants 
after they had performed their 
tricks because then they were being 
rewarded for performing it. We 
also had the opportunity to have 
photos with them where we could 
meet them and even ride them 
which was very  fun. I thoroughly 
enjoyed visiting Thailand, with its 
bright and colourful atmosphere 
and I would definitely recommend 
it to any students who want to join 
the International Programme but 
are not sure which country they 
would like to visit.”

The Floating Market

An amazing trip to a temple

At the floating market

A trek with a view



Katie TC - “The Thailand trip is probably one of the 
best trips the school offers and I’m so lucky to have 
had the opportunity to visit such a spectacular country. 
The trip included a variety of different activities. My 
favourite was probably visiting the MBK shopping 
mall, which had over eight floors of fascinating market 
stalls and a variety of colourful Thai shops! I highly 
recommend this trip to anyone, it is such an amazing 
experience and I can’t wait to go there again! I have 
made lifelong friendships and have many memories 
which I will never forget, the people are so friendly and 
caring and I really hope others get a chance to have 
the same experience I did.”

Lauren N - “Thailand was an incredible experience 
that I will remember forever. The trip was packed with 
amazing experiences and activities which allows you 

to see the beauty and culture of Thailand, whilst also 
allowing you to form lifelong friendships with the hosts 
you are paired up with. I have always wanted to visit 
Thailand due to the amazing elephants, landscapes 
and people, so being able to have the opportunity 
of visiting Thailand was a dream. The people were 
so friendly, kind and welcoming meaning that you 
feel comfortable straight away. I learnt so much by 
participating in some lessons with our Thai buddies 
and I was so impressed by the facilities at MWITS and 
their focus on STEM. The food was incredible and just 
seeing the country and learning about what others 
around the world do in their everyday lives was an 
unforgettable experience. Thailand was the best place 
that I have ever been to, full of life, colour and light.”

A celebration of the late King’s life

Having fun with the buddies
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South Korea 2016

“Hangul” is the Korean tradition 
for Filial devotion, the showing of 
respect for one’s elders, parents, 
grandparents and each other. 
This was core of what students 
from Camborne Science and 
International Academy cultivated 
during their ten day trup to the 
Korean Academy of KAIST, in 
Busan. 

After a 24 hour journey over 5,910 
miles, students were welcomed 
at KSA with open arms. Many 
of the friendships that were 
established during the previous 

exchange in June at Camborne 
were rekindled, and the students 
settled in for an exciting ten days 
ahead. 

There were many academic 
highlights throughout the trip, 
students took part in special 
lectures in Chemistry, Biology, 
Physics and Computer Science 
with a highlight being the lecture 
on organic polymer chemistry 
and stable matching in Computer 
Science. Students also observed 
many classes at the Korean 
Science Academy, for instance 

Critical Thinking and Chemistry. 
Our students also took part in a 
research exchange session that 
included students from KSA, as 
well as students from Moscow 
and Hong Kong.

One of the key foci of this 
exchange was to learn about 
the culture of this wonderful 
country.  CSIA students took 
part in sessions on Korean spirit 
and culture, where they dressed 
in Korean National Costumes 
and by the end of the session 
understood why the Koreans 

CSIA Students standing in the Nobel Prize garden of KSA



have such respect for their elders. CSIA students 
took part in a traditional New Years Eve bowing 
ceremony, as well as learning how to play the 
Korean drums during a percussion session at the 
school. 

Students also visited POSTECH, the world 
renowned Science and Technology University 
campus in Pohang and had a tour of the 4th 
generation particle accelerator laboratory. Students 
visited Seoul, Korea’s capital, for the weekend 
where they stayed in the homes of their Korean 
buddies and friends. While in Seoul, they visited 
the Royal Palace and hung out in Gangnam, a very 
trendy part of the city made famous a couple of 
years ago in a K-Pop song! CSIA students have tried 

many different types of food and have realised that 
allowing yourself to try new things means you will 
always be open to new experiences and the ways 
of life of people from other parts of our Globe.

It has been a privilege to escort these students on 
their journey to Korea and I hope that many of the 
students and staff that we have met over the ten 
day experience will be friends for life.

 - Miss Finn

Climbing the mountains of Busan

Tom T creating energy from Pedal Power
Tom T and Luke A investigating organic polymer 

chemistry



Traditional Korean Drum percussion

Korean Ceramic classes

Mr Gray investigates the forces of nature

Traditional Korean dress

Top of Mt Baegyang overlooking Busan

Farewell Korean BBQ



Canada 2016

On 30 September, five students 
departed for Winnipeg, Canada, 
to take part in the Manitoba Bio-
Innovation Project. This annual 
programme offers students 
the opportunity to work with 
students from Canada and 
Australia on the challenges faced 
globally regarding food and water 
sustainability. 

On arrival to Winnipeg, our 
students were met by their 
Canadian hosts whom they 
would be staying with for the 
duration of the trip. Fantastic 

friendships were formed and 
the students thoroughly enjoyed 
immersing themselves in the life 
of the host.

The Manitoba Bio-Innovation 
Project involved a residential trip 
to the Prairies where students 
experienced an activity day in 
a local school before heading 
out to key areas to develop their 
awareness of food and water 
sustainability. Some of these 
locations included a Bison farm, 
a grain farm and a dairy farm. 
An interesting commonality 

amongst all locations was the 
advancements in technology 
and how this has changed the 
day to day life for workers in the 
agricultural industry. The robotic 
dairy farm and GPS controlled 
combine were fascinating 
aspects of the project that 
allowed students to develop 
an understanding of how 
agricultural life has changed due 
to technology.

Following visits to these locations, 
the students spent a day at 
Kelburn Farm where they worked 

Attending a conference on Bio-Innovation in Winnipeg



in groups on a final project. They were directed to 
create a presentation whereby they would outline 
how they would run a farm and utilise the land 
effectively. This allowed CSIA students to work 
with students from Australia, Winnipeg and local 
students from the Prairies in order to create their 
vision. Presentations were delivered at the end of 
the day and the project concluded with a celebratory 
dinner before students said their goodbyes. 

As well as the vast range of educational trips offered 
by the Manitoba Bio-Innovation Project, students 
also enjoyed visits to the human rights museum and 
Journey to Churchill - a rescue zoo where a range of 
animals have been re-homed, including polar bears; 
seeing such impressive animals was a real highlight 
for many of the students.

Overall, the programme was a huge success and the 
CSIA team are incredibly grateful to both staff and 
students at Fort Richmon Collegiate. The visitors 
from CSIA were made to feel extremely welcome 
and now look forward to hosting the Canadians 
when they visit us in the summer term. Visiting Polar Bears at Journey to Churchill



Fort Richmond and CSIA students at a Bison Farm

Kelburn Farm

Mia managed to catch the NFL Winnipeg Blue Bombers game 



Visitors from Canada

CSIA has hosted many 
international exchanges with 
students over recent years. 
This year saw the first Teacher 
Exchange with Fort Richmond 
Collegiate, Canada. 

The two teachers observed 
lessons identifying various skills 
and activities that Camborne 
incorporates within lessons. This 
allowed the teachers to build 
an arsenal of resources and 
ideas throughout the 10 day 
visit, allowing them to return to 
Canada and share the fantastic 
practice they had observed.

As part of the exchange the 
teachers also witnessed just one 
of the many research projects 
we carry out throughout the 
academic year. The project itself 
was carried out by a selected 
group of Year 9 Triple scientists, 
Sydney C, Maisy D, Max H, 
Matthew H, Keira P, Ciesca P 

and Chris W over the course of a 
week. 

The project involved students 
taking part in data collection and 
analysis to answer the question 
“can run-off from a surrounding 
area be toxic to organisms in 
nearby ponds and streams?”. 
The students collected sediment 
samples from sites around West 
Cornwall and decided that they 
would specifically focus of the 
impact of sediment run-off from 
mining sites. 

The students impressed us with 
their research, practical and 
analytical skills and were able 
to work together effectively 
to present their data in graphs 
and give a formal presentation 
of their findings. The students 
commented that they had found 
the opportunity to take part in 
an extended project extremely 
valuable and particularly enjoyed 

learning how the scientific 
methods can be used to answer 
environmental problems.

As part of this collaborative 
exchange two of our exceptional 
teachers will visit Canada in 
March of next year to observe 
and teach lessons and share good 
practice. They will also continue 
the research project with 
Canadian students and teachers 
and use these results to analyse 
the differences in environmental 
impact of sediment run-off 
between Cornwall and Manitoba. 

A fantastic experience shared 
between colleagues, sharing 
excellent practice between them 
to not only develop their own 
teaching but to share findings 
within the department and 
school to enhance the learning of 
students.

L -R, Holly Frost (Science Teacher at CSIA), Tyeba Cox, Shane Egglestone (Science Teacher at CSIA), 
Heather Teller, Bob Adamson



Salam to CSIA Scholarships

“Salam” is how you say hello in 
Moroccan Arabic. To complete 
my Duke of Edinburgh residential 
challenge I spent a week, in 
the blistering summer heat of 
Morocco, helping local children 
and the homeless. I shared the 
Original Volunteers Marrakech 
experience with Tamara, a fellow 
CSIA VI Former, and we would 
agree that it was a wonderfully 
life-changing experience made 
possible by the Camborne 
Science and International 
Academy VI Form Scholarship 
Programme.

We arrived on Tuesday 2 August 
at 10pm and the temperature 
was already a shocking 35c! Our 
accommodation was very basic 
and in the middle of a bustling 
market, surrounded by high 
walls, where we bought our food 
and water. We initially found 
the language barrier challenging 
but soon discovered that, even 
though we couldn’t speak Arabic, 
our GCSE French was invaluable.

Our experience was eclectic. We 
spent time in the Alzi Primary 
School painting and decorating 

the walls to create a fun learning 
environment for the school 
children. We also worked in the 
local baby orphanage teaching 
children English as a foreign 
language through play. One of 
our days was spent at a respite 
centre for vulnerable women 
setting up an art project making 
masks. 

Towards the end of the week we 
were joined by a local government 
official who discussed the 
volunteer programme with us 
and, together, we enjoyed the 

The Berber Village of Ksar of Ait-Ben-Haddou



spectacle of traditional Moroccan 
dance and songs.

In the final days of the trip we took 
a 10 hour journey into the Sahara 
Desert to a place called Zagora. 
The journey was long and very 
windy, through the heights of the 
Atlas Mountains, and thankfully 
stopped at ‘Ksar of Ait-Ben-
Haddou’ - you might recognise 
it from Game of Thrones or 
Lawrence of Arabia. We had a 
two hour camel ride to a local 
Berber village where we stayed 
in traditional tents for the night. 
Dinner was a Moroccan tagine 
followed by singing, dancing, 
and stargazing. The Milky Way is 
a glorious thing, when seen from 
the dark of the desert, and I will 
never forget the sunrise over the 
sapphire dunes of the Sahara.

Before we left to return home, 
we went to our local supermarket 
and bought food and drink. We 
made up packs containing fruit, 
cold water and sandwiches and 
then distributed them to the 
homeless around the market 
area where we had stayed for 
the week. The gratitude over a 
little bit of food and water was 
humbling. Thank you to everyone 
who supported us and made it 
possible to go on this adventure, 
especially Camborne Science 
and International Academy VI 
Form.

 - Emily D

One of the painting projects we completed at the Alzi Primary School 

Sunrise over the Sahara Desert from our Berber village tents



T he Berber village that we stayed in during our Sahara Desert trip

Some of the young girls from a volunteering trip to the 
women’s centre

Tamara holding a baby from the baby’s 
orphanage 

A selfie from the top of the Atlas Mountains!



Camel trekking in the Palmeraie on the outskirts of Marrakech 



Emily holding a baby from the baby’s orphanage

A stop on Atlas Mountains during our journey to Zagora 

Camel trekking through the sunset in the 
Sahara desert 



The CSIA VI Form Scholarship 
scheme enabled me to spend 
two weeks of the summer 
holidays with the Gap Medics 
team in Tanzania. This was a 
once in a lifetime opportunity 
to visit St Joseph Hospital in 
Moshi, near Kilimanjaro. The 
Gap Medics programme allowed 
me to explore my passion for 
healthcare and has confirmed my 
desire to join the profession. As 
an aside the cultural differences 
were really exciting.

St Joseph Hospital gave me 
lots of first-hand experience 
of medicine. My mentors were 
leading Tanzanian doctors who 
developed my understanding by 

being clear in their explanations 
and tirelessly answering my 
questions. I got further guidance 
by joining nurses as they did 
their morning ward rounds. I was 
delighted to be able to watch 
operations whilst stood next to 
the surgery team; to see cases 
of tropical medicine impossible 
to see the UK; to witness the 
moment of birth; and to take a 
patient’s blood pressure. I also 
got to visit the local orphanage 
twice, to help out with chores 
and keep the children there 
company, which was extremely 
rewarding when I saw how happy 
both the children and the staff 
were with our group’s help!  It 
was all wonderful and I will 

particularly remember helping 
the doctors care for the babies in 
the Obstetrics department in the 
mornings.

In the evenings I was able 
to develop my academic 
understanding as doctors from 
the local hospitals gave Global 
Health Tutorials. These focused 
on pressing health issues in 
Tanzania and east Africa as a 
whole including tackling HIV/
AIDS and malaria, preventing and 
dealing with malnutrition, as well 
as the general geo-economic 
pressures faced by the Tanzanian 
health care system. My eyes 
were opened to complex nature 
of healthcare and how different 

Gap Medics in Tanzania

Hannah makes a friend



the UK health care system is when 
compared to the rest of the world!

I stayed at the Gap Medics house which I 
shared with other students from around 
the world. All of us had an interest in 
healthcare but there was a range of 
specialised interests including medicine, 
dentistry, midwifery and nursing. This 
meant I got to meet other people with 
similar interests to myself from not only 
the UK, but also America, Canada, Kenya, 
Nigeria and the United Arab Emirates. I 
am looking forward to keeping in contact 
with these new friends. 

The icing on the cake was the amazing 
weekend safari when we stayed in a 
camp run by the Maasai tribe. Over 
two days we spotted the most amazing 
African wildlife, from giraffes and 
zebras, to ostriches, wildebeest and 
even a few lions! During this weekend, I 
had the opportunity to meet the Maasai 
people and visit a traditional market, 
where I bought lots of souvenirs! This 
was an amazing and rare opportunity to 
immerse myself in another culture and 
thoroughly enjoyed the sights and the 
local cuisines!

I would like to thank my hospital mentors, 
Doctor Deus and Doctor Mtui, and the 
nurses and other staff that made my 
time at St Joseph Hospital a pleasant and 
insightful one. I would also like to thank 
all of the Gap Medics staff that helped 
my placement and stay at the house be 
as comfortable as possible. Of course, 
I would also like to thank Camborne 
Science and International Academy, 
who helped with funding towards this 
incredible trip through the invaluable 
scholarship programme which gave me 
an incredible opportunity to gain work 
experience and knowledge which will 
be unique, from many other people’s 
university applications. 

 -Hannah C

No need for Zebra Crossings

Local Market

All dressed up for surgery!



The CSIA VI Form Scholarship programme is a 
truly unique opportunity which brings to life the 
VI Form assertion that they help students develop 
their independence and support their progress 
beyond the VI Form. My dream has always been to 
become a pilot and over the past few years I have 
been investigating the route to my dream career. It 
became clear that, irrespective of whether I chose 
to enter the profession through an apprenticeship 
or through university, I needed to make my 
applications stand out.

VI Form lessons, and subject and tutor support, 
are helping to ensure that I will get grades in 
Mathematics, Further Maths, and Physics which 
will help me stand out academically. However 
employers are always looking for that something 
else that proves the person behind the CV really 
does have a passion for flying. I have also wanted 
to get involved in the practical side of aviation, as a 
hobby, but due to the expense involved and the lack 
of opportunity, it has been difficult to find anything 
worthwhile to do. The VI Form provided an amazing 
way to acquire flight experience and complete my 
C.V. through the Scholarship programme.

Whilst I was in Year 12 I successfully applied 
for an Academic Scholarship and was granted 
£990 towards the cost of learning to fly. I have 
spent every possible hour over the summer at 
Perranporth Flying club completing their Future 
Flying Programme. It is designed for people who are 
looking to make a start in aviation. I have been flying 
a single engine Piper Cherokee PA-28. These are 
not simple taster sessions but rather lessons with 
a qualified instructor who is teaching me to fly in 
the same way as if I were beginning my commercial 
training for an airline. By the time I have finished the 
course I will have completed roughly a third of the 
required hours for me to gain a UK licence. Once 
I have completed the minimum training with an 
instructor I will be able to hire an aircraft and fly, by 
myself, to complete the rest of the hours needed 
for the licence.

I am now in the process of making applications 
to universities in the certain knowledge that my 
aspirations can become a reality.  The VI Form really 
has been instrumental in making my dreams come 
true.

 -Ryan W

Ryan flies high!

St Ives from the air



Beautiful refurbished bell 
tower crowning glory of 
renovated building

Nexus is growing! As part of the 
extensive renovations to the old 
Camborne Girls Grammar School 
building, the original clock tower 
has been rebuilt and refurbished. 
When the copper on the roof 
of the bell tower was removed, 
the names of the craftsmen that 
had worked on the original tower 
were revealed; H. Rowling R.P 
and Eddie Launder.

On 25 November, Nexus 7 and 8 
students who will be the future 
of the building added to the 
messages of the past, writing 
their names on the new section of 
bell tower under where the new 
copper roof will go. Aimee T and 
James B, current students, were 
joined by Mrs Ann Rule, James’ 
Grandmother and previous pupil 
of Camborne Girls Grammar 
School to sign the bell tower. Mrs 
Rule’s mother also attended the 
Grammar School back in 1915, 
just seven years after the original 
bell tower was constructed.

The beautiful refurbished bell 
tower will be installed back on 
the roof of the old Camborne 
Girls Grammar School building 
in December. The renovation 
programme will be completed 
in the next couple of months, 
and Nexus will expand into the 
building. This will open up an 
incredibly beautiful space within 
which some groups of older CSIA 
students will study Mathematics, 
Science and Computer Science. 

Nexus

Staff from Camborne Science and International Academy, RG Kellow, students from Nexus 7 and 8 and Mrs Ann Rule, an 
ex-pupil of Camborne Girls Grammar School, gather around the refurbished bell tower



Professor Simon Colton wows our young 
programmers

On October 20, students in Nexus 7, 8 and VI Form joined 
together to visit an exhibition about video games and how 
artists around the world are experimenting with this new 
and exciting medium.

The students met with Professor Simon Colton for a 
‘game jam’ workshop as well to give a taste of the future 
collaboration project between Nexus and the University of 
Exeter. Nexus and Professor 

Colton’s team have an extensive programme of 
collaboration planned for later this year, including a six-
week project during which students will develop their own 
games using the UNITY programming engine.

James B and Aimee T from Nexus 7 and 8 sign the new section of the belltower

Emily K shows off the game she has 
developed during the ‘game jam’.



Nexus features in NACE Autumn Newsletter

NACE is the national charity for the most able children in education. Nexus has been a main feature in the 
NACE Autumn newsletter as an example of outstanding practice in STEM Education for the most able. 
We are also delighted to announce that we have been asked to host the SW NACE Conference 2017 with 
a focus on STEM Provision for the most able. 

The Conference will take place at Nexus on Friday 19 May 2017. It will also feature a ‘Parent Event’ for 
parents and carers to come and speak to other parents of gifted students and hear some ideas from experts 
in education for the most able how these children can be best supported at home. Further information 
about how to attend the conference and parent event will be provided nearer the time. 

Georgiana B and Nina W look at some of the art and games on display.



Collaborative Projects

Able students from Years 9, 10 and 
11 at CSIA have been attending 
Nexus on Mondays for the co-
curricular programme. These 
students have been working with 
students from Shaftesbury High 
School in Winnipeg, Canada to 
study invasive species of plants 
and animals.

The students wrote reports 
on invasive species in the UK. 
Students provided feedback 
to their Canadian counterparts 
about the Canadian projects, and 
received feedback from these 
students about their own work. 
Many thanks to Kathleen Crang 

from Shaftebury High School, 
who proposed the project and 
has supervised the Canadian 
participants.

Nexus VI and the National 
Junior College, Singapore

Students from the National 
Junior College, Singapore visited 
us here at Nexus to work with 
our students on some exciting 
collaborative research projects.
The group divided into three 
teams, containing both Nexus 
VI and NJC students, to carry out 
some academic research here in 
the UK. In February, our students 
wil travel to Singapore to continue 
the collaborative projects.

The three projects were chosen 
to be challenging and also to give 
the students the opportunity 
to develop their own ideas and 
potentially make new scientific 
discoveries.

The first project was led by Dr 
Daren Ler, a teacher from the 
NJC, who challenged the team 
to write a computer programme 
which can analyse a large set of 
student assessment data and 
then make predictions about 
future performance in exams. The 
programme was able to adapt 
and change its own calculations, 
becoming more reliable each 
year as more data is available.

Students at the end of a challenging and enjoyable collaboration



The second project was a  biodiversity  
project led by Dr Adrian Spalding, a 
renowned entomologist from the University 
of Exeter. The students visited Loe Bar to 
compare environmental factors, such as 
particle size of sand at different locations, 
with the abundance of the Sandhill Rustic 
Moth. The students collected samples 
from Loe Bar and took them to the Mineral 
Processing Lab at the University of Exeter 
for analysis.

The third and final project was led by the 
Institute for Research in Schools who have 
provided the team with advanced particle 
detectors which are as sensitive as the 
detectors which make up ATLAS and CMS 
at the Large Hadron Collider in CERN. The 
students devised an investigation to analyse 
the risk of exposure to radioactive Radon 
gas at different heights above ground level. 
This is especially important in the context 
of Singapore as many Singaporeans live in 
high-rise apartment blocks. 

After a hugely successful week, the 
delegation from National Junior College, 
Singapore departed on their long journey 
home. The collaboration research project 
concluded on Saturday with the students 
presenting their findings so far and giving 
an overview of the work they intend to 
carry out when Nexus VI visit Singapore in 
February.

The students spent their final night 
celebrating their achievements with a meal 
in Camborne Town Centre before watching 
the Christmas lights turn on. Meanwhile 
their teachers were planning the future of 
the collaboration between Nexus VI and 
the NJC and discussing our return visit.

The week has been very demanding and 
highly rewarding for the students of Nexus 
and we have very much enjoyed working 
with colleagues from National Junior 
College. We are looking forward to our 
return visit in February. The students will 
all be submitting scientific papers on their 
findings for publication.

Dr. Daren Ler explains the process by which decision trees can be 
used to get the maximum amount of information from a large data 
set.

Students from NJC and Nexus with Dr. Adrian Spalding carried out 
fieldwork on Loe Bar.

Mike Grocott from the National Space Agency and Research in 
Schools discusses the orbit of the International Space Station (ISS). 

We used a detector of the same type that is sending back data to 
Earth from the ISS.



NJC students enjoy Victoria Sponge during a traditional English teatime at Nexus

Corey W explains his wing shape to PO AET DistinStudents from Nexus 7 and 8 learn about the Challenge 
from Simon Mitchell

Young Engineers at Nexus

In mid-November, Nexus had 
been buzzing with ideas and 
activities to do with energy. 
Simon Mitchel from Young 
Engineers came and led the 
session for Nexus 7 and Nexus 
8 students. He was assisted by 
Petty Officer Aircraft Engineering 
Technician Phillip Distin and 
Petty Officer Aircraft Engineering 
Technician Chris Reed, both from 
RNAS Culdrose.

The students looked at 
aerodynamic propeller design, 
creating a propeller that could 

lift a mass using only wind 
power. Students then looked 
at other forms of energy, using 
and manipulating equations 
to calculate how much work 
they had done. Twelve of these 
students are continuing their 
‘Energy Quest’ for the next half 
term, carrying out Engineering 
activities based on carbon 
storage and capture from the 
Energy Quest Challenge Pod.

The visitors were very impressed 
with the facilities and students at 
Nexus.

“The workshop was fantastic; the 
children were really engaged and 

positive and focused on learning. I 
look forward to returning.” - Petty 
Officer Aircraft Engineering 
Technician Phillip Distin, RNAS 
Culdrose.

“The children were brilliant. I am 
so impressed with the facilities.” - 
Petty Officer Aircraft Engineering 
Technician Chris Reed, RNAS 
Culdrose.

“The children were a delight, truly 
engaged and a great credit to 
Nexus. What a great initiative 
Nexus is.” - Simon Mitchell, Young 
Engineers.



Dr Foster in London

Dr. Foster was invited to visit the Houses of Parliament on 
31 October, as the guest of Stephen Metcalfe MP from the 
Scientific and Parliamentary Committee and Engineering 
UK. 

She attended a reception where the finalists of the Big 
Bang Competition were showcasing their work. It was an 
opportunity to chat with MPs and leaders of Industry about 
the role of STEM in schools, and to share what we are doing 
through Nexus at CSIA to secure the future of some of our 
STEM stars. There was a lot of interest in Nexus and all the 
exceptional work we are doing here. 

The prestigious event was attended by around 100 people.
Nexus students are currently working on their Big Bang Fair 
projects for the competition this year – we are expecting 
them to be attending the event next year as Finalists, so 
keep up the good work, expectations are sky-high!

Association of Science Education meet at 
Nexus

In October, Nexus hosted the Association of Science 
Education’s regional “TeachMeet”. These meetings 
are an opportunity for Science teachers from all 
over Cornwall to meet and share best practice. The 
meeting was engaging and lively, with lots of ideas 
explored. A highlight was the demonstration of 
some equipment that allows students to generate 

electricity by turning a crank - and then uses 
that energy to power lights. But what happens if 
someone else connects their generator to the other 
end of the lamp array and winds? The teachers had 
fun finding out!



Primary students enjoy the Nexus Experience!

Be careful if you are trying to keep a secret from your Primary child this term! The Primary Maths 
Masterclass have learned how to read minds - using algebra! This group of able students from Connor 
Downs Academy, Trevithick Learning Academy, Roskear, Kehelland, Penponds, Sithney, St Meriadoc, St 
Johns, Gwinear and Troon Schools have been working with Jen Ward, a Maths teacher from CSIA, to 
understand how Mathematics can help to narrow down options until you reach a solution.

The Primary Maths Masterclass group have also tackled Pi. They used what they learned about Pi to 
calculate the perimeter of shapes based on circles. The session was a success all round!

The children have also looked at the ‘Golden Ratio’ in Mathematics, carrying our calculations to find out if 
attractiveness can be quantified. Masterclasses run fortnightly on a Friday morning at Nexus throughout 
the year. 

If you are interested in your child attending, please contact Nexus reception: reception@nexuscsia.co.uk

Students from Connor Downs Academy discover that Miss Ward had read their minds!

The Primary Maths Masterclass tackle a large slice of Pi!



CERN Trip
Home of the Large Hadron Collider

This November students from 
CSIA travelled to Geneva, 
Switzerland for a week of 
scientific discovery. Geneva is 
home to CERN, the European 
Particle Physics Laboratory 
and home to the Large 
Hadron Collider as well as the 
headquarters of the International 
Telecommunications Union 
and the World Meterological 
Organisation, two semi-
autonomous departments of the 
United Nations. 

On the first morning in Geneva, 
with snow hanging in the air, the 
group arrived bright and early at 
the Verbois Hydroelectric Dam 
on the Rhone river. The dam 
provides the canton of Geneva 

with 15% of its energy needs.A 
tour guide took students inside 
the dam and explained how the 
four massive generators work 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year. The 
students were even able to head 
inside the turbine assembly to 
see the rotating driveshaft!

The group then caught a tram 
to CERN where they explored 
the public exhibitions including 
‘Microcosm’ and ‘Universe of 
Particles’ before heading into 
the CERN Cafeteria where 
researchers, academics, 
engineers and Nobel Prize 
winners meet for lunch. This 
exclusive opportunity was 
really exciting for the students, 
especially when they were able 

to hear all the languages and 
accent as scientists from across 
the world meet together in their 
shared goal of understanding the 
Universe.

After lunch the group were met 
by a leading CERN scientist for 
a lecture about the fundamental 
research which is carried out at 
CERN. They were then given a 
guided tour of ATLAS, one of 
the  largest physics experiments 
in the world and one of the 
four which are part of the Large 
Hadron Collider. 

Day two began with a visit to the 
Natural History Museum where 
the students came face to face 
with one of the most complete 

CSIA students with their tour guide inside CERN



dinosaur fossils ever discovered, a 
Diplodocus originally excavated in 
Wyoming, USA. The fossil skeleton 
was remarkably well preserved 
and this is the first time it has ever 
been displayed publicly, making 
this a once in a lifetime opportunity 
for the group. After lunch they 
travelled to the World Meterological 
Organisation and met Senior 
Scientific Officer Dr Geir Brathaan 
who gave the students an overview 
of the important work done to 
analyse and mitigate the impact of 
man-made climate change.

The last day of the trip began 
with a visit to the International 
Telecommunications Union (ITU) 
where the students were introduced 
to a little known but vitally 
important agency in today’s modern 
world. Everything from assigning 
satellite orbits to managing radio 
spectrum allocations is carried out 
by the ITU, but a huge part of their 
role is addressing the digital divide 
between developed and developing 
nations.

Mr Chapman, the teacher who led 
the trip to Geneva said “Visiting a 
multi-billion pound machine and 
the most complex experimental 
facility ever built - this really was a 
monumental trip! It’s difficult to put 
into words what an incredibly enriching 
experience this was for our students. 
They gained a wealth of knowledge 
and experience to encourage them to 
embrace the world of science and it’s 
many opportunities.”

Betty C, a Year 12 student and 
member of Nexus, said “This trip 
was absolutely amazing, from the 
stunning Swiss landscape to CERN 
and it’s scientists, it was unforgettable 
to visit a place where world-changing 
discoveries are being made.”

Students tour the huge experimental facilities at CERN

Engaging with the ‘Where in the world..?’ exhibit at the Natural History 
Museum in Geneva
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Nexus Open Evening
Visitors “blown away” by Nexus Campus

Unveiled by Camborne Science 
and International Academy, the 
Nexus Open Evening attracted 
over 140 people to its Open 
Evening.  Year 5 and 6 parents 
were invited to Nexus, a Centre 
of Excellence for Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM).

“We are absolutely delighted with 
the success of our Open Evening in 
which we showcased what Nexus 
is all about,” commented Dr. Jo 
Foster, Director of Nexus and the 
Gifted STEM Programme. 

 “It is well-reported that the UK 
has a definite STEM skills decifit 
so it was incredibly inspiring to see 
many young people engaging with 
these subjects, discovering how 
they can open doors to an array of 

exciting and fulfilling careers.”
Held on the 28 September, 
CSIA’s specialist centre welcomed 
visitors to find out more about its 
co-curricular programme, take 
part in interactive workshops, 
listen to guest speakers and tour 
the brand new facilities. 

“The Gifted STEM Programme 
gives the most able students 
in Science and Mathematics a 
bespoke programme, following but 
going way beyond the National 
Curriculum to empower our young 
people to engage with these 
subjects,” said Dr. Foster. 

“The STEM skills shortage could 
have a major impact on the UK’s 
infrastructure so we’re playing a 
vital role in demonstrating the 
outstanding opportunies on offer.”

Designed for the most able 
students in Science and 
Mathematics, Nexus offers an 
extended school day and “an 
incredible co-curricular programme 
to help students achieve the top 
grades GCSE and A Level, to 
progress to their first choice course 
at the world’s best universities.”

One parent of a Year 6 child 
said “We’re blown away by 
it. It is fantastic.” Another 
parent of a current student 
already in the Gifted STEM 
Programme, commented “This 
is an opportunity for our daughter 
which we truly believe will be life 
changing. You are giving our child 
the courage to believe in herself 
and that she really can achieve her 
dreams. Nothing appears to be too 

Students took part in a range of experiments in the new laboratories at Nexus



much trouble at Nexus.”
NACE, the national charity for the 
most able children in education, 
described the Gifted STEM 
Programme as “breathtaking”.

“From Programming to Astronomy, 
Coding to Robotics, we gave our 
visitors a little insight into our 
special curriculum which has been 
designed to take the most able 
students far as they want to go in 
their learning, to have a world-class 
education right here in Camborne.” 
added Dr Foster.

Nexus facilities are available to 
all CSIA students as well as a 
resource for students from local 
primary schools. 

“STEM is absolutely essential to 
our education system because of 
the role these subjects play and 
the tremendous impact they have 
in our society,” said Ian Kenworthy. 

“Today’s students are tomorrow’s 
leaders. We’re building a solid 
STEM foundation to inspire our 
young people to participate in 
these subjects which are in such 
high demand.”

Dr Jo Foster, who leads Nexus and the Gifted STEM Programme, talks to Eva 
and Nina from the Programme.

Finn, from Nexus 7, works with Sam 
from Kehelland School.

Joe from Nexus 8 looks on as a visitor tries to beat the Microbit computers at 
Tic Tac Toe

One of the younger visitors enjoying the practical activities

Nina from Nexus 7 shows a Year 6 pupil how to use a pneumatic trough



Nexus VI Open Event

On Saturday 6 November we were delighted to 
welcome a large number of Year 11 students to 
Nexus. They had come to enjoy ‘The Nexus VI 
Experience’; a taste of the extraordinary offer we 
have for the most able VI Formers. 

Students experienced A Level style sessions in 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics and 
Computer Science, and then enjoyed lunch in the 
Nexus dining room. 

Students can apply to the Gifted STEM Programme 
in the VI Form by applying to the VI Form Academy 
and then completing a further application. 

If you are interested in the Nexus VI Programme 
please contact Nexus Reception on 
reception@nexuscsia.co.uk



Sports News
On Friday 11 November Jessica 
Weeks (Ex Tennis Professional) 
came into CSIA to work with the 
Year 8 students on the ‘Beyond 
the Baseline Project’. Last year, 
Jess worked with eight students 
to develop their leadership and 
communication skills through 
Tennis. 

These eight students also went to 
Wimbledon last year to watch the 
Ladies Quarter Finals. This was the 
final session with Jess where the 
students had to put into practice 
all of the skills that they had learnt 
over the course of the programme. 

The eight Year 8 students delivered 
to 30 Year 7 students during Period 
1 and another 30 Year 7 students 
during Period 2. They led activities to 
develop basic coordination as well 
as knowledge and understanding of 
the rules of Tennis. The leaders were 
fantastic and have really grown in 
confidence since the start of this 
project. Jess was impressed with the 
students ability to communicate 
to such a large group of students 
and she was impressed with their 
resilience.

Jess commented that this is the 
youngest year group that she has 
worked on with this programme 
and she was delighted with their 
improvement. The Year 8 students 
who went through this programme 
are part of the CSIA Leadership 
Programme and help support with 
the Primary Sports Alliance.

Ex-Tennis Professional Jessica Weeks visits CSIA



On Wednesday 28 September we took a team of 
12 students to Millfield for the ESSA SW swimming 
championships. The teams of four competed in 
both 200m freestyle and medley relays.

The outstanding team on the day were the Year 
9 intermediate girls ‘A’ team who stormed their 
freestyle heat with a time of 2:03:57, finishing 
8th overall. And also claming 6th place overall in 
their medley relay, narrowly missing the top three 
positions by a little over a second with a time of 
2:17:55.

All teams showed great spirit, supporting each other 
during races and even offering coaching tips in the 
warm up pool!

A special mention to Karenza P, Ellie D and Lani A 
for achieving PBs during the competition in their 
respective strokes.

“Swimming at a pool like Millfield is such a 
fantastic opportunity.” - Thea P

“The water was cold but we had loads of fun, 
it was a great experience!” - Ellie D

“It feels amazing to be called the fastest team 
in Cornwall.” - Lani A

Swimming Success

Caja R, Mia R, Karenza P, Mr Kenworthy, Ellie D, Lani A and Niamh C



CSIA footballers representing West Cornwall
Four CSIA students have been selected to represent 
West Cornwall in the sport of Football. This is a 
particularly impressive achievement considering 
the huge numbers of hopefuls that attended the 
trials.

The students will take part in various competitions 
including the ESFA National Cup, as well as playing 
friendlies against Exeter City FC and Plymouth 
Argyle FC. This pathway gives the players an 
opportunity to play against the best students 
around the country and has provided many past 
players a route into professional football. 

Mr Simmonds commented “I am delighted for all 
of the students that have been selected. It is a huge 
opportunity to test themselves against the best 
footballers from across the South West. In addition, 
the students will experience high quality coaching, 
enabling them to develop further as footballers. As a 
school, we are very proud of the students.”

Aaron I, Kieran D, Callum F & Ciran B



Emma rides to success

Emma J, a Year 9 student at 
CSIA, won her class at the most 
prestigious horse show in the 
world recently.

Held on Saturday 8 October, the 
Horse of The Year Show (HOYS) 
at the NEC Birmingham saw 
riders marked by experienced 
judges including Katie Jerram, 
who shows the Queen’s horses.

“I feel absolutely amazing having 
won and I still can’t believe it!” 
said Emma. “Having won my class 
at the Royal International Horse 
Show in July, my hopes were very 
high and I’m so pleased I did it at 
HOYS!”

Emma rode her pony ‘Newoak 
Flower Girl’, known as Petal, and 
“gave a lovely performance, 
receiving great comments from 

the judges” who delivered their 
critiques to the huge audience 
over microphones.

“There were lots of Emma’s friends 
around the area cheering her on 
all the action was live streamed 
on the internet, so friends and 
family from all over Cornwall were 
watching and supporting her!” 
commented Emma Haase, Vice 
Principal. “After all the competitors 
had shown what they could do with 
their ponies, the results were called. 
Having won the competition, 
Emma’s dreams came true of 
trotting down the centre line as the 
winner!”

On Sunday 9 October, Emma 
and Petal were given the chance 
to ride in the Andrew Bowen 
International Arena, also known 
as the Genting Arena, which is 

where famous bands and musical 
acts perform.

“This is an amazing achievement at 
a show all riders strive to compete 
at,” said Mrs Haase. “Another 
once in a lifetime result for Emma 
and her pony - a win at the Royal 
International Horse Show and 
now Horse of The Year Show, who 
knows what’s next for Emma!”

“This is an outstanding 
achievement and we are all very 
proud.” added Ian Kenworthy. 
“This is a dream for all young riders 
and we commend Emma for sheer 
dedication and hard work. It’s not 
easy to participate at this level in 
any sport, but she continues to 
challenge herself at school and 
through extra-curricular activities.”



Cornwall Schools Show Jumping Competition

On Sunday 13 November 2016 CSIA entered the 
Novice competition at the Cornwall Schools Show 
Jumping Competition  at Pendarves Equestrian 
Centre run by the Western Hunt Pony Club. Teams 
of four from schools across Cornwall entered, 
jumping two rounds each and a jump off round 
if clear in rounds 1 and 2. CSIA had a great day 
finishing 2nd in the Tack & Turnout section, 3rd 
overall in the jumping with individual placings of 
2nd for Nicola B (Year 13) and 3rd Amy G (Year 12). 

The team consisting of Nicola B, Amy G, Megan P 
and Elle S rode fantastically taking forward a score 
of 0 from round 1. In round 2 they finished on a 
score of only four faults to give them 3rd place 
overall. 

At the end of the competition all riders who finished 
on a double clear jumped off against the clock for 
individual placing. Amy G and Nicola B qualified 
for the jump off and they both jumped clear which 
meant the title was decided on time with Nicola 
claiming 2nd place and Amy 3rd.

Ellie S, jumping on Boo



Miss Mote Visits Belgium

In October, I was lucky enough to be selected 
to attend Contemporary Dance Workshops in 
Antwerp, Belgium,  by Adam Benjamin, a Dance 
practitioner who has performed all around the 
world and is now a lecturer at Plymouth University. 
The workshops were designed to get studying and 
professional dancers together to develop their 
dance skills with a specific focus on Improvisation 
and Inclusive Practice (practice aimed at all 
performers, be that able bodied or those dancers 
with a disability).

The workshops took place at the prestigious Dance 
Conservatoire ‘Desingel’ in Antwerp. Desingel 
trains dancers from all over the world. The studios 
and facilities were amazing, the buildng had it’s own 

theatre, and many many dance studios - I had too 
many to choose from!

During the three days, I was able to dance with 
perfomers from Belgium, Japan, Italy, Spain, 
Germany and many other countries. It was a 
fantastic experience to share our dance knowledge 
and develop new ideas together. I performed with 
an internationally touring dance company, StopGap 
Dance Company, and as part of an improvisation 
with Adam Benjamin. The whole experience was 
fantastic and I came home inspired to teach what 
I have learnt!

 - Miss Mote 

Miss Zoe Mote is a Teacher of Dance and PE at CSIA



Sam and Josh Matavesi visit CSIA
The VI Form Rugby Academy were in for a real 
treat, when former pupil Samuel Matavesi (Class of 
2008) dropped in to speak to the players. 

Sam focused on the importance of ‘taking every 
opportunity’ in education and in life. Sam has 
fond memories of his time here at CSIA, where his 
contribution to the school rugby team included 
winning the Cornwall County Championship in 
2007. He then moved on to pursue a career in 
professional rugby which led him to play three 
international caps for Fiji Rugby - a dream come true 
for Sam, and more recently, winning Trelawney’s 
Army Player of the Year Award for 2016.

Sam talked about hard work, focus and 
determination as some of the key success strategies 

in life as a whole and looking back he wished he had 
taken more opportunities which were on offer here 
at CSIA. He spoke to the students about school and 
the life of a rugby professional. The students were 
then led through a coaching session by Sam where 
the aim was improving their core skills in Rugby. He 
gave the students advice and exercises that they 
could use to improve these core skills.

Mr Nonu hopes that the students who were lucky 
enough to meet with Sam could take some learning 
and inspiration from his visit.

CSIA would like to thank Sam for his visit and wish 
him the very best as he now embarks on yet another 
opportunity with a career in the Royal Navy.



Josh Matavesi surprised the rugby academy last 
week when he made a very special visit to assist Mr 
Nonu during VI Form Rugby Academy!

Josh, older brother of Sam, couldn’t be more 
honored to return back to his old school and get 
stuck in with the lesson. He spoke of his experience 
as a professional sportsman and the journey he 
had attending CSIA. Josh stayed on after school 
to answer many of the questions and sign a few 
autographs and selfies for the team, promising to 
return next year for another session!

Josh is currently playing for the Ospreys in 
Swansea, Wales. He has done exceptionally well 
in his rugby career to date, and he credits CSIA for 

all his success, never once forgetting his grass roots 
and the hardships of having to mentally deal with 
competitive rugby. 

This week, Josh has been in training camp having 
been called up to play for Fiji against England at 
Twickenham on 19 November, so we wished him 
the very best of luck with the game! CSIA are very 
proud to have Josh as an ex pupil.

Before Christmas, Josh was asked to turn on the 
Christmas Lights for Camborne Town Centre! All in 
the life of a professional rugby player. 

Good luck with the rest of the season, Josh!



Sport & Science Trip to Marjon

On Tuesday 20 September, Sport 
and Science students from Years 
10, 12, 13 and 14 went to Marjon 
University in Plymouth. 

They arrived at Marjon at 9.30am 
and were greeted in Reception 
by the Student Ambassadors 
of the University, who gave 
them a goody bag each, with a 
prospectus. The students were 
split into two groups to participate 
in the different activities.

The students had an insight 
into the London 2012 and Rio 
2016 Olympics when they met 
with Sarah Barrow, Olympic 
Diver. Sarah discussed with 
the students what it takes to 
become an Olympic athlete, her 

experiences in London 2012 and 
Rio 2016, her injuries and training 
programme as well as what the 
Olympic Village was like. The 
students saw some excellent 
video footage taken by Sarah.

The students then went into the 
amazing Sport Science labs. The 
students were able to use the 
new technology to determine 
their BMI. The students got 
competitive on the reaction wall 
with Tom W from Year 14 and 
Chris H-J getting the highest 
score with 77. Mrs Rowles-Jane 
got the highest score for the 
teachers with 67 (not that she was 
competing against Miss Holland-
Lloyd and Miss Sage, of course!)

The students then got to 
experience the Climate 
Chambers. The chambers was 
set to 10 degrees and they had 
to determine what effects this 
would have on the body and the 
advantages of athletes training in 
there.

The final piece of equipment 
the students got to try was the 
gravity treadmill. Ellie H in Year 
12 has a go on this piece of very 
expensive equipment. Ellie was 
placed on the treadmill which was 
then pumped up. Ellie started to 
walk as Ben (the lab technician at 
Marjon) then reduced the gravity 
to 50%, which meant that when 
Ellie was walking it was only at 
50% of body weight. This is an 

Year 12 Science students in the Climate Chamber

Bailey S on the bio-electrical  impedence  test Year 13 Sports students



excellent tool for rehab as an athlete with a knee 
injury could still train, but no impact on the knees 
will occur, The treadmill was then put down to 20% 
of Ellie’s weight, therefore Ellie was floating whilst 
she was walking on the treadmill. This is the closest 
we can get to walking on the moon, which is 18%.

This was a fantastic experience for the students. 
Just before lunch the students went on a campus 
tour looking at the outstanding sports facilities. 
This was a great opportunity for our students to 

ask questions to Sports Ambassadors. Whilst we 
were touring the facility we were lucky enough to 
watch Plymouth Argyle’s first team train on the 3G. 
The students had lunch before a lecture on student 
finance and the benefits of going to university. This 
trip has really raised the aspirations of the students 
and it will encourage them to apply for university.

Lewis earns Under 16 England Cricket recognition
Year 11 student Lewis G has been 
rewarded for years of commitment 
and hard work with a place in the 
Under 16 England Cricket Squad. 
Lewis, who is a member of the 
Somerset Cricket Academy, will be 
touring Sri Lanka in March 2017 with 
the England team and training on 
a regular basis in the forthcoming 
months.

Lewis has represented CSIA, Troon 
CC, Cornwall and West of England 
in recent years and has performed 
well in national trials during the 
summer top scoring with 73 runs 
and taking four wickets to earn 
himself a place in the national squad. 
This is a phenomenal achievement 
and everyone at CSIA wishes him 
well with his forthcoming tour and 
hopefully this will be a springboard 
to a career in Cricket.

Jacob T does the reaction testEllie in Year 12 running on the gravity treadmill



Caitlyn reaches Team Bath Netball Squad

Silver Duke of Edinburgh

Caitlyn O, who is in Year 11 at 
CSIA, has been successful at the 
latest Team Bath National Netball 
Performance League Trials and 
she has accepted a place in the 
NPL training squad for 2017 
season.

Her training will be every 
Tuesday from 7.15 - 10pm at Bath 
University which commenced in 
November.

Mrs Rowles-Jane, Head of PE 
at CSIA said “This is a fantastic 
sporting achievement and is 
testament to Caitlyn’s hard work 
and determination. We are all very 
proud of Caitlyn.”

Students from Years 11 and 12 braved two cold October 
nights to pass their Silver Duke of Edinburgh expedition 
on Bodmin Moor this term. Their three day expeditions 
ventured through the heart of the moors and took on 
many of the highest tors in Cornwall. The students dealt 
well with mixed weather conditions including heavy rain 
showers, glorious autumnal sunshine and two freezing 
nights in a tent. 

The teams were totally self-sufficient for three days, 
sticking to a route and schedule which they planned 
during after school sessions. All teams arrived at the 
Jamaica Inn by 4pm on October 3 looking exhausted 
but proud of their achievement. Equally as weary were 
staff from CSIA who kindly gave up their weekend to 
help provide safety support and encouragement for the 
students over the three days. 

These students will now complete their physical, skill 
and volunteering elements of the award before deciding 
if they would like to take on the Gold award next year.     



Winmau Masters Darts

Laura and Katie S won through to represent 
Cornwall in the Winmau Masters Darts play offs in 
Bristol on 25 September. Laura, a Year 11 student at 
CSIA and her sister Katie, a Year 8 student, played 
in the Under 18 Girls category alongside Under 18 
Boys and members of the Senior squad.

With both the Youth and Senior members giving it 
their all, only Katie managed to win her first game 

successfully with Laura and the rest of the squad 
missing by an inch.

Overall, the day was full of fun and support for 
each member of the squad and although unlucky 
in not getting to the next round, all the members of 
the squad, including Laura and Katie, did Cornwall 
proud in representing the county. 

Laura S (Year 11) and her sister Katie (Year 8)



World Lifesaving Championships
Niamh S recently returned from 
taking part in the prestigious World 
Lifesaving Championships held at 
Noordwijk Beach in Holland. The 
competition takes place every two 
years with competitors coming 
from all over the globe for the two 
week long event. 

Niamh was representing 
Gyllyngvase Surf Lifesaving Club 
from Falmouth and taking part in 
the two day Inter Club Youth events 
that draw the Championships to an 
end.

Niamh began lifesaving at the age 
of 7 and won several Cornish and 
National titles, competing  in the 
Nipper sections for Hayle Surf 
Lifesaving Club before joining 
Gyllyngvase to compete as she 
entered the Youth age range. 
Gyllyngvase is one of the newest 
clubs, having only been formed in 
2008 and this was the first time 
they had entered a team to take 
part on a World Stage. 

The team achieved some 
magnificent results and finished 
an incredible 16th place overall. Of 
the clubs from Great Britain they 
placed 2nd behind established giant 
Woolacombe from North Devon. 

This achievement came after the 
team’s final preparations were 
disrupted by the events being 
brought forward by one day due to 
forecast bad weather in Holland. 
This prevented Niamh and the 
team from enjoying a planned day 
of training and familiarisation with 
the conditions after only flying in 
late the previous evening.

Also, Niamh and her team mates were all aged 15/16 competing 
against some athletes two years older in an under 18s competition.

Niamh performed in three individual events and two team events. 
Out of 120 girls aged 15 - 18, Niamh qualified through the heat and 
quarter final to secure a 19th place in the ski paddle, 26th in the board 
and even made it via several rounds into the top 32 for the 90m 
sprint. In the teams events, the ‘Gylly’ girls performed brilliantly to 
make their finals and gain 9th position in the taplin relay and 7th in 
the final event, the sprint relay.

Niamh dedicated her summer holidays to a tough training 
programme for the event and was also active fundraising for the trip. 
All the hard work certainly paid off in a truly memorable experience 
and competition.
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Carol Service

Students at Camborne Science and International 
Academy started the Christmas celebrations at their 
annual Carol concert on Thursday 8 December.

“Thank you to all those in our school community 
who attended our Christmas Celebration,” said 
Steve Simmonds, Director of Key Stage 3 at CSIA. 
“It was such a lovely evening and we’re very proud 
of all the students involved. It was a showcase event 
exemplifying the excellence of our students.”

Sophie S in Year 9 opened proceedings with a 
rendition of ‘Amazing Grace’.

CSIA’s Deputy Head Girl, Bethany P, welcomed the 
congregation, followed by the Year 7 Choir singing 
carols and readers telling the Christmas story. Alan 
Pope and CSIA members of Camborne Youth Band 

entertained the congregation with their Christmas 
Medley, and wonderful individual pieces were 
performed by Aaron T and Molly C.

“We’re very proud of our students who performed 
brilliantly in front of a huge congregation.” said Steve 
Simmonds. “We would also like to give thanks to 
everyone who attended and showed their support.”

The address and blessing was delivered by Father 
Antony, a member of CSIA’s Chaplaincy Team.

“Our annual Carol Service is always such a wonderful 
occasion and a timely reminder of why we celebrate 
Christmas.” added Ian Kenworthy. “Everyone in 
attendance joined in with a selection of carols to 
ensure that the occasion was a joyous one to mark 
the beginning of the festive celebrations!”



Creative Writing

CSIA have a pool of very talented writers who meet 
once a week to share their passion for the written 
word. The Creative Writing Club enter a number of 
competitions throughout the year. The first success 
of this academic year comes as a number of writers 
have been published in a special collection of ‘Spine 
Chillers’. These short, 11 word stories really tested 
students aptitude to say a lot with very few words!

Peter A (Year 8), Bronwen B (Year 9) and Beth B 
(Year 10) have all had their work shortlisted and 
published! This is a wonderful achievement and 
we look forward to yet more success with these 
promising writers during this academic year; very 
well done!

Peter A and Bronwen B have both had their work published



Flash Bang Wallop!
You might think that hammering 
a nail into a piece of wood using 
a banana is impossible, but that’s 
just one of the experiments 
which captivated primary school 
students at Camborne Science 
and International Academy 
recently.

“Held across two full days, we 
welcomed local students to be 
inspired by chemistry!” said 
Lyndsey Thomas, Deputy Head of 
Science at CSIA. “The workshops 
catered for all different types of 
learners, exploring curriculum-
relevant areas with verve and 
passion. We had some incredible 
comments from students, with 
some saying it was the best day 
they’ve ever had at school!”

The States of Matter Show 
was presented by Explorer 
Dome which runs interactive 
science shows across the UK, 
and demonstrated an array of 
experiments to primary students 
as well as students from CSIA’s 
Year 8. Chemist Steve Cooper’s 
workshops explored solids, liquids 
and gases using substances such 
as solid carbon dioxide to bring 
the subject alive. 

“I really enjoyed every second and 
my favourite part was the flower 
and banana being dipped into 
liquid nitrogen until they froze 
solid.” said Joe L in Year 8. “The 
banana was used to hit a nail into 
wood and no one could believe 
their eyes when it worked!”

“Another experiment saw a liquid 
transformed into a wizard-potion 
using food colouring and dry ice 
which summoned lots of ‘ooh’s and 

‘ahh’s, and a mini explosion saw the whole room erupt with excitement!” 
commented Lyndsey “One of the most popular demonstrated was when 
liquid nitrogen was poured directly on to the floor so it condensed into a 
thick fog, with students wondering why and how this was happening!”

The workshops were held on 22 and 23 September and attended 
by pupils from Crowan, Penponds, Troon, Pencoys, St Meriadoc, 
Gwinear, Rosemellin, Weeth, Roskear, Kehelland, Connor Downs and 
St Johns schools. 

“It was a very inspiring two days,” said Miss Thomas. “There was such a 
buzz throughout the workshops as we brought the curriculum to life in the 
most unusual and compelling way.”

“As a specialist Science Academy, we aim to inspire not only CSIA 
students but also our local community to engage with STEM subjects, 
to help address the skills shortage the industries are currently facing,” 
added Mr Kenworthy. “Reaching our young people at grassroots level, 
we’re demonstrating the exciting possibilities and opportunities that these 
subjects can present for them.”



Poppy Collection by Year 8

The students talked to a member of the public who 
served in the war and told the students about his 
experiences.

Camborne Science and International Academy students 
in Year 8 were met with overwhelming support from 
members of the public and local businesses when they 
took to the streets of Camborne again to sell Poppies on 
Monday 7 November. The students were in full school 
uniform, complete with warm CSIA coats, in the town 
centre in the week prior to Rememberence Sunday.

Several members of the public congratulated the 
students on their efforts with one lady stating that ‘the 
students were so polite and respectful’. Another member 
of the public, who served in the war, told the students 
about his experiences and complimented students on 
their efforts in raising awareness in recognition for those 
who have sacrificed in the past. Thankfully, students’ 
efforts were generously rewarded as they collected a 
record-breaking total for the British Legion.

Furthermore, Year 8 students and the Head Boy and Head 
Girl attended the Act of Remembrance at Camborne 
Parish Church on 11 November, where they laid their own 
wreath in remembrance of those who gave their lives in 
the services.

The Remembrance theme is delivered every year through 
assemblies and tutorial, and serves as a very poignant 
reminder of the importance of the Act of Remembrance 
and wearing poppies.



Children in Need

Members of the Student Voice ran a 
variety of fundraising actions during week 
commencing November 14, including the 
sale of a range of Pudsey merchandise and 
a raffle. Students at CSIA wore their Pudsey 
Ears in lessons on Friday  18 of November, to 
show their support of this very worthwhile 
charity.  The raffle winner of the Giant 
Pudsey was Ciaran C in tutor group 11C. 
The Student Voice Representatives gained 
valuable real life experience carrying out 
this fundraising event, they were very 
keen, extremely reliable and consistently 
self-organised throughout the week. They 
should be very proud of the Grand Total of 
£422.50.



PSHE Day

Our most recent Citizenship and 
PSHE Day saw students across 
the school engaged in a wide 
variety of activities designed to 
prepare them for living in the 
wider world.

Year 7 students were involved 
in evaluating human rights and 
how these can be affected by 
changes in circumstances. They 
had the wonderful opportunity 
to meet Lem Lem, a refugee from 
Eritea, who shared some of her 
experiences, and Suvi, who works 
for Plymouth Hope, a charity that 
supports refugee in Plymouth 
and surrounding areas. Emilie T 
said “It was a really interesting day 
which helped me to understand 
human rights.”

Year 8 spent the day evaluating 
risks that can face them 
throughout their lives had input 

from outside speakers including 
Devon and Cornwall Police and 
Fire Service. Sophie RH said 
“With a few minor changes to the 
way I act when walking to school, 
my friends and I could be much 
safer.”

Year 9 were split into half 
following on from sessions 
they had prior to the summer 
holidays. One half of the year 
group participated in the Teen 
Boundaries workshops, which 
are run by youth workers from 
Children annd Family Services. 
Jaydon J said “The day taught me 
how to stay safe in relationships. I 
think it’s really important that we 
know how to get help and support 
as we grow adults.”

The other half of the year group 
followed sessions designed to 
support their transition into 

GCSEs. Emanuela P said “I found 
it useful to investigate ways  in 
which I can be successful at GCSE, 
and develop useful life skills.”

Year 10 students had a careers 
focused day. This was particularly 
useful to students in preparing 
for their work experience and 
applying for placements. There 
are a number of websites available 
that can support students and 
parents in careers information, 
advice and guidance, please 
do not hesitate to contact Mrs 
Gellatly for these or for any other 
careers related queries.

Year 11 students engaged in their 
Post-16 Taster Day. This is such 
a valuable day as students are 
able to ‘try courses on for size’. It 
is so important that students are 
comfortable with the transition 
choices that they are currently 

Year 7 Students evaluated life in a refugee camp



making for their futures. Our own VI Form 
Academy provided students with hands 
on lessons in our high-quality A Level and 
BTEC courses, giving students a real sense 
of what Years 12 and 13 at CSIA would 
be like for them. Independent advice 
and guidance was available to students 
through Careers SouthWest, and sessions 
were provided for students from Cornwall 
College, Duchy College, Falmouth Marine 
School and Apprenticeships.

Our VI Form Academy students also had 
a session from Devon and Cornwall Police 
looking at the risks that can be taken in 
the use of social media and relationships. 
They also participated in marvellous 
workshops from Positively Mad. These 
workshops were designed to support 
students in motivation and study skills. 
Mrs Knights said “It is important in the 
preparation for examinations that students 
are able to use a range of strategies and 
these workshops were the perfect platform 
for our students to use.”

‘How much energy is released from food?’



Religion, Philosophy & Ethics
In Religion, Philosophy & Ethics, Key Stage 3 students 
have been working hard to complete their independent 
project work. In Year 7, students have been creating a 
piece of work to explain how they believe the universe 
began. We have had some fantastic creations, including 
cakes, posters and even working models! 

In Year 8, students have researched and completed a 
piece of work about their inspirational hero. It has been 
wonderful to read about the range of heroes from all 
walks of life who inspire our students to achieve their 
potential.

Year 8 completed pieces of work about their 
inspirational heroes

A Hindu ShrineA piece of artwork depicting how the student believes the universe 
began

A 3D Model of the Big Bang



The Year 10 members of CSIA’s Philosophy Club 
have shown exceptional commitment to their own 
learning and to mentoring younger students who 
have attended our group over the last term. As a 
treat, we decided to take them out for a chance 
to philosophise in new surroundings. Many of our 
group are big fans of the author Dan Brown and as 
a film based on his book ‘Inferno’ had just come 
out, we had the perfect opportunity.

The plot deals with the philosophical and ethical 
implications of over population, something about 
which our gifted students have been debating in 
our sessions through analysing excerpts and using 
the ‘community of enquiry’ discussion method 
to gain a deeper understanding of the themes. 
After the film we went to Ask Italian and debated 
everything from Dante to colonising new planets. 
A fantastic evening was had by all. 

Philosophy Club takes place on Mondays, 
3pm - 4pm in Room 15 and will be coming 
to Nexus in the summer term. 

CSIA’s Philosophy Club at ASK Italian



VI Form Artist of the Term

Year 12 and Year 13 students have made an excellent start 
to the academic year in their A Level Art and Photography 
courses. Their efforts in exploring their different artistic 
practices can be seen here.

The following students are commended for their efforts 
this term:

Year 12 Art & Design students have been developing 
artwork on the theme of ‘Altered Nature’. Lucy P 
developed and demonstrated her exceptional drawing 
skills in a Durer study of a Rhino. The skilful results show 
superb control of line, shape, texture and pattern.

Year 13 student of Photography Tom G has been 
exploring themes of reflection and refraction in his self-
selected project. In this image he explores depth of field 
and refraction using a glass sphere. 

In her Year 13 Photography project Yasmin Q has been 
exploring portraiture and has used her younger brother as 
the subject of her photographs. She has explored post-
production effects on Photoshop to create a dramatic 
background for her subject.

Well done to all the students this term!



House News
The House system at Camborne 
Science and International 
Academy is an integral part of the 
school community that provides 
opportunities for students to 
express themselves through a 
variety of competitions that cater 
for all talents and tastes. Each 
competition allows students to 
not only develop confidence in 
their own abilities and feel part 
of a community, but also earn 
points for their House with the 
hope of winning the sought after 
House Cup at the end of the year.

House Leaders (Mr Emery, 
Miss Ormerod, Mr Ashley and 
Mr Woolcock) have worked 
collaboratively with the students 
to reflect on the House system 
and make several changes to 
enhance this aspect of the school 
community further. As we near 
the end of an action-packed first 
term, competition is rife and the 
stakes are high for the ultimate 
reward: taking home the House 
trophy!

House Competition 
Highlights so far

Year 7 Singing Competition

House Leaders relished the 
opportunity of working on a song 
with their respective Year 7 tutor 
groups for the now annual Year 7 
Singing Competition. Each House 
was well-represented and it was 
a very tough decision for the 
judges. Each house in Year 7, as 
well as House Leaders, gave their 
best rendition of their chosen 
song, with Maori choosing One 
Direction’s excellent number 
“History” to take home the 



coveted first place prize and earn 
their House an all-important 50 
points!

Languages Competition

The Year 7 & 8 Languages 
Competition saw an excellent 
turnout from all four Houses. 
This involved Year 7 & 8 students 
taking part in an online timed 
languages quiz, with Aztec 
managing to steal 1st place. 
Abenaki and Masai were closely 
behind, taking joint 2nd.

Dodgeball

The House Dodgeball 
Competition is one of the most 
anticipated events of the House 
calendar, with tutor groups from 
Years 7 to 11 representing their 
houses in high numbers. 

Beginning with Year 7 and 8, the 
atmosphere during the qualifiers 
was electric, with both students 
and staff cheering on their 
respective House. In the end, 

Aztec House Reps

Maori House Reps



it was the Aztecs who reigned 
supreme in Key Stage 3, with both 
Year 7 and 8 tutor groups winning 
it for Miss Ormerods House.

Year 10 Dodgeball Finals were 
a different story, however, with 
Maori turning out in force and 
were in the end strongest against 
tough competition from Abenaki 
in the finals.

Year 11 FIFA Competition

As the longest-serving members 
of the House system, Year 11 
students have had the opportunity 
this term to participate in a FIFA 
Competition at lunchtimes. 
House Leader Mr Ashley set 
up this brand new challenge as 
a way of rewarding the Year 11 
students who have been a major 
part of the House system for 
many years. The inspiration for 
this challenge also came from 
the Year 11 House Captains, who 
were keen to create a new unique 
challenge which appealed to their 
year group. With qualifiers still 
underway and excellent turnouts 
from all Houses, Year 11 students 
have demonstrated excellent skill 
and determination as we edge 
our way closer to the ultimate 
FIFA winner at CSIA.

KS4 Quiz

With a plethora of news events 
happening around the World at 
the time, from the presidential 
elections to the earthquakes in 
Italy, Years 9, 10 and 11 had the 
chance to prove their knowledge 
of the world around them in this 
quiz. A massive well done to 
Masai, who came out on top!

Shoebox Appeal

Recently, a team of brand new 
House Representatives were 
appointed at Camborne Science 
and International Academy. The 
role of the House Representative 
at CSIA is fundamental in 
ensuring that the House System 
maintains its strength. House 
Representatives are carefully 
selected to support House 
Leaders by embodying House 
values, encouraging participation 
in House events by assembling 
teams for forthcoming House 
events as well as taking feedback 
on the current House system.

Period 3 Events

At the end of every term, students 
are given the opportunity to 
spend their hard-earned ePraise 
points on an activity that would 
often occur during a period three. 
At the end of this Autumn Term, 
students have the choice of 
selecting from a range of popular 
activities, including: nail art, video 
gaming, 5-a-side football for Key 
Stage 4 students, and more.

These events have been 
incredibly popular in the past 
and have been an important 
opportunity for CSIA to reward 
the students for their hard work 

Abenaki House Reps

Masai House Reps



Overall House Table 

Aztec 555

Maori 540

Masai 525

Abenaki 480

throughout the term. In the future, House Leaders 
are looking forward to introducing even more 
events from which the students can choose from. 

The Future...

With the final few weeks of the Autumn Term 
upon us, the overall House points show that a new 
house has emerged as current leaders, with Aztec 
holding firmly to the top spot. However, Masai, 
Maori and Abenaki are just a few victories behind 
and easily within reach. There are many more 
House competitions that will be running in the 
coming weeks for students to get involved with in 
order to help their House reach the top spot. Who 
will be lifting the House trophy in July?



Super Saturday
On Saturday 15 October, CSIA 
played host to a group of Year 5 and 
6 budding linguist primary school 
students. Students were first 
given a real taste of the plethora 
of language games on offer when 
learning a language at CSIA; the 
favourites being Lotto (think Bingo!) 
and Noughts and Crosses. Each 
student demonstrated excellent 
enthusiasm to successfully 
learning a language.

The students also successfully 
mastered the answer to the 
question ‘tu es un animal?’ with 
all students participating in 
singing and speaking games to 
say confidently whether they 
had any pets at home. Once 
students were confident with the 
topic of animals, the Year 5 and 
6 students were then  given the 
Pokemon catchphrase in French: 
“Attrapez les tous!” (Gotta catch 
‘em all!). along with a map of the 
school which showed where all 
the different animals were hidden 
inside.

Many tired legs later, the students 
had successfully hunted up and 
down the school to find the 
animals and as much information 
as they could find about each one. 
They showed great teamwork and 
each group managed to find all the 
information needed to move on 
to the final stage; the Linguascope 
competition in the ICT suite! Each 
student was given the task of 
completing a match-up activity on 
the topic of animals. The ICT suite 
was alive with excitement, each 
student vying for first place by 
getting the quickest time to match 
up all the animals.



Hogwarts come to CSIA!

Saturday 26 November saw a 
hive of activity hit our academy, 
with a magical atmosphere 
and mountains of enthusiasm. 
Another fantastic Super Saturday 
event saw students applying 
creativity and flair in order to 
demonstrate their enchanted 
abilities. 

In the Learning Zone, students 
shared their experiences of 
joining the world of magic by 
writing imaginative diary entries 
detailing the day they became 
a witch or wizard. From growing 
webbed toes to win a swimming 
race, to magically avoiding an 
alarm clock, the Learning Zone 
saw a wave of creativity and flair 
that was only matched by the 
vibrancy of the ‘Magical Creatures’ 
classroom.

An action-packed day was then 
only complete with a spell in 
the Potions lab; enthusiasm for 
wiggly worms and unicorn dust 
resulted in some ingenious and 
inspired potions. 

Leaving with a smile on their 
faces, the magical folk reflected 
that, “You couldn’t make it better. It 
was amazing!”

Super Saturday Press Pack

On Saturday 17 September, 
Camborne Science and 
International Academy 
welcomed in Year 5 and 6 
pupils to become crime scene 
investigators for the day.

The students were tasked with 
solving  the mystery of who had 
stolen the minion’s bananas. 
Having been presented with a 



set of clues collected from the scene of 
the robbery, the students were asked to 
stretch their science skills and wrack their 
brains to unpick the mystery. 

In a busy lab equipped with Bunsen 
Burners, test tubes and other science kit, 
the students worked diligently in their 
small groups and soon learned the new 
skills required to analyse the information 
presented. 

The students began by purifying the mud 
from the footprints the burglar had left 
on the lab floor. They were also able to 
take their own fingerprints and the prints 
of their friends in order to eliminate them 
from further investigations.

After a short break in the sunshine, it was 
back into the hot lab to analyse a ransom 
note that had been written in felt tip 
pen. The metal residues from the muddy 
footprints were flame tested and their 
bright colours noted. The final challenge 
was to isolate the DNA from the Minion’s 
one remaining banana and to send it off to 
head office for final analysis.

Using all of their scientific knowledge and 
powers of deduction, the pupils were able 
to lead police to the door of evil villain 
Victor with enough hard evidence to 
guarantee a criminal conviction!

Overall, a fantastic time was had by 
everyone and the students’ hard work 
was rewarded with certificates and prizes. 
We look forward to hearing more exciting 
stories from the Super Saturday Press.
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