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16 Best State Secondary School in Cornwall - Real Schools Guide 2016

Outstanding for exam results, discipline, teaching quality, facilities and 
leadership/management - Independent Parental Survey, June 2016.

CSIA continues to be Cornwall’s most consistently high performing 
state secondary school. See inside for details.

Meet ‘Lola’ 
- our new STEM Dog!

Outstanding ‘A’ Level and GCSE 
Results - yet again!



Outstanding GCSE Results!

Ian Kenworthy has praised 
the students at CSIA for their 
“outstanding” GCSE Results. 
With a 99.1% pass rate and 70% 
attainment for the all-important 
five or more A*-C grades including 
English and Mathematics, first 
time entry, there were cheers of 
jubilation at Camborne Science 
and International Academy.

“These exemplary results support 
our status as the county’s most 
consistently high performing state 
school.” commented CSIA’s 
Principal, Ian Kenworthy. “Another 
year of incredibly strong results with 
superb grades in the traditional, 
more demanding subjects, 
illustrates that our Academy 
continues to prepare students for 
the challenges of A-Levels and 
beyond and is likely to put us at the 

top for the fourth consecutive year.”

Shrieks of joy and happiness 
could be heard as students 
opened their envelopes alongside 
their peers, teachers and family 
members. Vice Principal, Emma 
Haase, spoke of her pride in 
every student and all they have 
achieved throughout their time 
at CSIA:

“These results are a testament to 
the fantastic relationship between 
students, parents and staff. 
We’re especially proud that CSIA 
continues to raise standards and 
nurture the skills and talents of 
every student at our school.”

Our Academy sits significantly 
above the national average and 
was particularly enjoyed with the 

very high number of students 
who achieved more than 5 A*-
As. We also celebrated fantastic 
results in Mathematics, English 
and Science, reflective of the 
school’s specialist status as a 
centre of excellence in Science 
and Mathematics teaching.

“These results represent an 
enormous amount of hard work, 
perseverance and dedication and 
are a well deserved reward in our 
effort to continually strive to be 
extraordinary,” commented Mr 
Kenworthy. “We’re delighted that 
CSIA has sustained its high level 
of attainment and it’s a pleasure 
to see so many superb individual 
performances - a tribute to our 
commitment to exceptional 
teaching and learning.”

LeEtta G, Kellie B, Jenna M & Jess H



Martha R, received 14 GCSEs, 
including 11 A*s and two As. 
She said: “I am over the moon! 
I received 11 A*s, two As and a B. 
I can’t believe it! Thank you to 
everyone for helping me achieve 
my dream grades!”

Meghan L-J, who achieved 11 
A*-A grades, will now go on to 
study for A-Levels in Chemistry, 
Mathematics, Biology and 
Geography at CSIA. She will 
also join the prestigious Nexus 
Gifted Science and Mathematics 
Programme. She said “I am so 
thrilled! I received nine A*s, two As, 
one B and one C! I am so thankful 
for all my amazing teachers who 
helped me achieve these grades 
and for friends and family who 
supported me in the exam period. 
Thank you all so much!”

Betty C, received 11 GCSEs, 
including eight A*s and two As as 
well as an AS Level in Religion, 
Philosophy and Ethics. She said, 
“I received eight A*s, three As and a 
B. I can’t believe it. It’s exactly what I 
needed to get into the Gifted STEM 
Programme at Nexus and to go on 
to study medicine. I feel that this 
is a great first step to becoming a 
doctor.”  Betty will now stay on at 
CSIA VI Form to study A-Levels in 
Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics 
and complete her Religion, 
Philosophy and Ethics, and 
also join the prestigious Nexus 
Gifted Science and Mathematics 
Programme.

“This was certainly one of the 
most rewarding days in our 
school calendar, it was absolutely 
fantastic with such outstanding A 
Level results and the same feeling 
is repeated again,” said Mrs Haase. 
“The achievement of every single 
student at our Academy matters 

hugely to us and we are very pleased that we have so many remarkable 
achievements to celebrate.”

We look forward to welcoming the vast majority of it’s students back 
to the VI Form Centre in September and with such excellent GCSE 
results, expectations are high. 

“Their results reflect our students tremendous dedication and hard work 
and we must thank the whole team and parents for their total support 
in helping them achieve such great things,” commented Mr Kenworthy. 
“As they return to study for places at university and in employment, 
excellence is what our students will continue to strive for.”

“Our congratulations to all our students, their teachers and the whole 
CSIA community who have taught and supported students so effectively. 
We look forward to welcoming them back to the VI Form and challenge 
them all to surpass the excellent A Level results achieved by our students!

Lucy B



Notable successes:
- Martha R with results including 11 A* grades and 2 A grades
- Cara T with results including 10 A* grades and 2 A grades
- Emily D with results including 9 A* grades and 3 A grades
- Meghan L-J with results including 9 A* grades and 2 A grades
- Megan B with results including 8 A* grades and 5 A grades
- Betty C with results including 8 A* grades and 2 A grades
- Jodie G-S with results including 7 A* grades
- Jessica V B with results including 6 A* grades and 6 A grades
- Chloe E with results including 6 A* grades and 5 A grades
- Maddie C with results including 5 A* grades and 6 A grades
- Hannah C with results including 5 A* grades and 5 A grades
- Joseph J with results including 4 A* grades and 7 A grades
- Kathryn W with results including 3 A* grades and 10 A grades
- Reece P with results including 2 A* grades and 8 A grades

Reece P Betty C

Jack B, Thomas H & Bradley I

Freya H





Exceptional A Level results!

Another outstanding set of A-Level 
and AS Results for Camborne Academy 
students!

Cheers of jubilation were in the air 
at Cornwall’s most consistently high 
performing state school as VI Form 
students at Camborne Science and 
International Academy opened their 
A-Level and AS results after a summer 
of anticipation. The school is once again 
celebrating remarkable A-Level results 
with 100% pass rate across it’s range 
of twenty-three A-Level courses, with 
58% of grades being A* - B grades or 
equivalent. Mathematics and Sciences are 
the most popular choices at A-Level in the 
VI Form and deservedly so, with students 
studying Mathematics achieving 83% A*- 
B and those studying Science subjects 
achieving 62% A* - B. In the vocational 
subjects, the average grade achieved was 
a Distinction*. Gwyn L achieved A in English, A in Performing Arts and B in Psychology 

AS Levels

Isla S, Ellie B, Emily Y, Jessica B, Rowan B
Olivia H and Kate P



Jemma B  and Yasmin R-K

Ian Kenworthy said he was thrilled 
with the 2016 results which 
reflected the dedication and 
hard work of students and staff, 
inspirational teaching and an 
ongoing focus for each students 
to reach their potential. “It was 
an incredible day filled with pride, 
fulfilment and celebration. The 
magnificent results are testament 
to the commitment of our students, 
who applied themselves to become 
the best that they can possibly be.”

“Our students are a group of highly 
dedicated and motivated young 
adults who richly deserve these 
terrific results. Our goal is not just 

to prepare them for exams and 
university, but also for employment 
and the real world. They leave our 
academy as driven, resilient and 
well-rounded individuals who are 
set for great things.”

20% of the academy students 
gained places at the top Russell 
Group universities compared to 
the national average of just 8%. 

We are delighted with many 
outstanding individual A-Level 
results including Emily Y who is 
going to Birmingham University 
to read English, and achieved A*, 
A*, A*. She commented: “I’m over 

the moon with my results. I can’t 
believe it!”

Adam J achieved an A* in 
Mathematics, an A in Economics 
and a Distinction* in Business 
Studies and will read Financial 
Economics at City University 
London. He commented: “So 
pleased with my results, never 
thought it would happen! Hard 
work does pay off!”

Kate P achieved an  A* in 
Mathematics, and A grades 
in Further Maths, Physics and 
Geography and will be going 
to Bath University to read 



Mathematics. She commented: “My 
results show that all my hard work 
finally paid off!”

Another impressive set of results 
was achieved by Ryan Y who 
achieved an A* in Mathematics and 
A grades in Physics and Computing 
and will be reading Electrical 
Engineering at Southampton 
University. He commented: “I’m 
absolutely buzzing!”

Jake L achieved an A* AA in French, 
Chemistry and Biology and will be 
progressing to Medical School at 
Exeter University.

Jessica B achieved A* grades in 
Biology, A* in Mathematics and B 
in Physics and will be reading for 
a MEng in Engineering at Cardiff 
University. 

Other students achieving top grades 
in Mathematics and Sciences were 
Ellie B and Harley M, who both 
gained 3 A grades, Joe B and Joe 
P-H who gained A*BB and A*AB 
respectively and Olivia H, Rowan 
B, Isla S and Sam J who all achieved 
ABB.

“These results are absolutely fantastic 
and our students’ achievements 
must be very warmly congratulated,” 
commented Mr Kenworthy. “This year 
group has also made a very strong 
contribution to the wider life of the 
school and we thank them for their 
goodwill and positive influence across 
the academy.”

Vice Principal, Sarah Belshaw, 
praised the work ethic of all VI Form 
students. “There’s no doubt that the 
last two years have been challenging 
but they have shown incredible 
maturity, fortitude and motivation, to 
accomplish exceptional results.”
Students congratulated one another 

Joe P-H achieved A*, A and B in Mathematics and Sciences

Kate P achieved an A* in Mathematics and A grades in Further Maths, Physics 
and Geography



as they opened their results 
envelopes, with staff sharing 
in the celebrations, smiling for 
photographs and cheering. 
“These results very much reflect 
the endeavour of a fantastic group 
of young people with very bright 
futures ahead of them.” added Mrs 
Belshaw. “There’s nothing better 
than seeing students who’ve worked 
so hard to achieve the results they 
wanted. For some, it’s the end of 
a seven year partnership and it’s 
wonderful to see their success - 
leaving CSIA to make their mark on 
the world.”

Mr Kenworthy and the staff also 
commented how proud they 
were for their Year 12 students, 
who achieved “very impressive” 

AS results. 

Year 12 high achieving and 
notable AS students include:

- Ryan W with an A in Geography, 
A in Mathematics, A in Further 
Mathematics and A in Physics

- Peter N with  an A  in 
Mathematics, A in Further 
Mathematics and A in Physics

- Annie C with an A in 
Mathematics, A in Biology, A in 
Spanish and B in Chemistry

- Gwyneth L with an A in English, 
A in Performing Arts and B in 
Psychology

“We were all delighted that yet 
again, the incredible hard work, 
determination and perseverance 
of our students paid off as their 
results were simply spectacular” 
commented Mr Kenworthy. 
“Consequently, they are now able 
to embark on the next exciting 
stage of their careers, taking 
up university places, beginning 
apprenticeships and for our year 
12 students, returning to continue 
their A-Level students into year 13.”

“A terrific set of results and a great 
tribute to the hard work and our 
CSIA community. We can all feel 
confident that our future is safe in 
their hands! Many congratulations 
to them all.”

Rachel H (B, C and C in English, History and Psychology) and 
Jasmine O (A in Maths, B in Chemistry and A in AS Biology)

Ryan Y achieved an A* in Mathematics and A grades 
in Physics and Computing



Sports Day 2016

Sports Day this year for Camborne Science and International Academy students was a huge success with 
over 650 competing in front of a packed crowd of parents and teachers. 

“Our House Teams competed against each other in year groups and there was so much friendly rivalry and 
enthusiasm throughout the day” commented Fiona Rowles-Jane, Head of PE, Sport and Dance at CSIA. 
“We have designed sports day to be exciting, challenging and rewarding, a day which our students look forward 
to all year!”

The annual event was held at Carn Brea Leisure Centre on Wednesday 6 July with a record number of 
students taking part. “Each student within a tutor group selected an event and competed to the best of their 
ability on the day” said Fiona. “A large number of Year 12 and 13 sports leaders assisted at each event and it 
was fantastic to see so many of them supporting the activities and ensuring the day went brilliantly.” 

Students not only competed on behalf of their tutor group but their achievements also counted towards 
the House competition, with House Aztec winning overall champions on the day. “Three school records 
were also broken for year 7 boys in 100m (Ciran B), year 7 boys in 800m (Ciran B) and year 8 girls in high jump 
(Niamh C), adding to an already amazing day.”

“The atmosphere was electric with spectators cheering loudly!” said Fiona. “Our sports day shows that sport is 
so diverse with many opportunities to get involved and be active. Sport teaches us incredibly important lessons 
about life such as the joy of triumph and learning to be resilient if we don’t succeed.” 

Olivia A, Tanni S & Jasmine R - Year 9 Girls 100m.



As well as traditional sports day events, CSIA 
organised a range of unique activities including 
tug of war in which each house nominated nine 
students to make up their team. “Another highlight 
was our staff versus sixth form leaders relay race 
which saw the whole crowd cheering!”

At the end of each event, students were 
presented with their medals on a podium. At the 
end of the day, Ian Kenworthy, Principal at CSIA, 
presented the overall tutor group winners in Year 
7, 8 and 9 as well as the overall house winners, as 
a fitting grand finale. “All of our students showed 
determination, team spirit and a real passion to 
achieve. All the students and parents thoroughly 
enjoyed the day of activities” added Fiona. 

“We have built into the ethos of our school the 
culture of respect, team work and individual 
aspiration” said Ian Kenworthy. “Personal pride, 
determination and respect for others’ achievements 
can all be learned at school sports day, and we 
congratulate everyone who took part and helped 
make the day such a great success.” 

 Lewis D, Ciran B, Dean D – Year 7 Boys 800m



Layla O, Erin W, Lani A & Vanshika M

Karenza P, Year 8 Girls High Jump

Vanshika M, Year 8 Girls High Jump

Amber M, Year 9 Girls High Jump



Sports Day Best House 
Banner Competition

This year’s Best House Banner 
Competition was judged by a range 
of Student Voice members from 
Year 7, 8 and 9. The final decision 
was made by Catherine A-E and 
Tilly B-H, the Senior Student Voice 
Representatives for Year 9. This is 
what they had to say on the day:

“We had a very difficult job of deciding 
the winner and runner up banner, as 
everyone has made such a fantastic 
effort this year. We carried out our 
judging based on whole tutor group 
involvement, artistic value and links 
to house values.”

Runners Up for Best Banner

“The runner up had a very creative 
idea of putting ‘Wanted’ posters with 
silhouettes of members of the form. 
This is related to the history of Abenaki 
because they were based in America, 
where they were a Native American 
Tribe. We thought this was a very well 
thought out idea. The runners up are 
9WD from Abenaki.”

Best Banner

“Now the winner; we think all the 
banners were very well executed, 
however, there has to be one winner 
and the winner is 7T. This tutor group’s 
banner has references to the recent 
Orlando shootings. The students 
in the tutor group have a picture 
of themselves, with a rainbow to 
form the Aztec name. They have all 
contributed with quotes, and the 
overall form quote ‘rain or shine’, 
as part of Aztec, showing their 
commitment to the house. Well done 
to 7T.”

Winners of the Best Banner Competition - 7T

Runners Up - 9WD







CSIA VI Form welcomes the new Year 12s

Camborne Science and 
International Academy VI Form 
got off to a dynamic start on 
September 7 2016 by taking 
all students that were keen to 
the South West Lakes Stithians 
Water Centre. The foggy weather 
added an atmospheric backdrop 
to the team building away day as 
the new intake of Year 12 students 
joined the VI Form pastoral team 
led by Sarah Belshaw, Trish 
Knights and John Ross. Kimberly 
A said “It was good to be treated as 
young adults and get to know the 
people we are going to spend the 
next couple of years with”.

There was a palpable sense of 
excitement in anticipation of 
the academic challenges ahead 
and social and enrichment 
opportunities on offer at the VI 
Form. 

The Induction Day provided 
students with plenty of 
opportunities to make new 
friends and build relationships 
with the tutors who will support 
them during their time at CSIA 
VI Form. This is all the more 
important as students joined 
the VI Form from the Camborne 
Academy, other local schools and 
as far afield as Plymouth. 

Jacob I said “It was a fun experience 
and it was nice to socialise with old 
friends and make a few new ones”.

Everyone got involved in the 
activities including kayaking, 
stand up paddle boarding, the 
all-important tutor raft build and 
race, and pasty lunch. 

Mr Ross, Director of KS5, said “the 
students have had a  brilliant day 
making new friends and getting to 
know the team who will help them 
fulfil their potential over the coming 
two years”.
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Chinese Visitors

In September we welcomed five international 
students and their teacher from our partner school 
in China (The Experimental School of Beihang 
University).

Upon arrival students were given a warm welcome 
by their student host from CSIA. During their stay 
the students took part in a range of CSIA lessons, and 
visited a range of Cornwall’s iconic visitor attractions, 
such as St Michael’s Mount, Land’s End and Pendennis 
Castle. Again, we would like to thank staff for their 
contributions to their itinerary. Students also visited 
our new Nexus STEM Centre, where they joined 
CSIA students in a specialist lesson... and were even 
interviewed by Pirate FM (who were broadcasting live 
from the Nexus site)! We look forward to welcoming 
our Chinese partners back to Cornwall soon.

The international students were hosted by CSIA 
student families, and we would like to take this 
opportunity to thank them for their time and efforts 
on our behalf, and making these exchanges possible.

If you are interested in participating in any of CSIA’s 
amazing international opportunities, please see Miss 
Tippett for more information.



An Action-Packed Open Evening
An Open Evening held for prospective 
Year 5 and 6 students at Camborne 
Science and International Academy 
attracted an amazing number of 
students and parents on Monday 19 
September.

“As the most consistently high performing 
state secondary school in Cornwall, 
we’re incredibly proud of our Academy” 
said Principal at CSIA, Ian Kenworthy. 
“We were delighted to see so many 
prospective young people interested in 
being a part of our learning community 
and the exciting things which happen 
here every day.”

Year 11 prefects guided visitors around 
the site and CSIA students assisted 
in each faculty area, speaking of their 
experiences and giving insight to life 
at the school. 

“Our younger visitors were able to 
explore each subject area, taking 
part in different activities to provide a 
really interactive and engaging tour” 
commented Vice Principal at CSIA, 
Mark Fenlon. “The whole evening had 
a palpable buzz with so many young 
people excited about starting secondary 
education.”

From taking part in a ‘balancing body’ 
experiment in Maths to animation 
projects in the Mac suite, visitors 
experienced subjects in new ways. 
Parents and students alike were 
enthralled at the opportunities 
presented through Nexus; home of 
the Gifted STEM programme for more 
able learners in Science and Maths. 
Students on the international stands 
captivated visitors with details of the 
extensive international programme.

Ian Kenworthy delivered a presentation 
on the evening, passionately sharing 
the school’s commitment to delivering 



high quality teaching and learning, 
underpinned by the traditional 
standards the school has for 
learning, behaviour, uniform and 
attendance. Current students 
volunteered to attend the evening 
and proudly demonstrated to the 
visiting pupils their skills, their 
enthusiasm for learning and the 
confidence they have developed 
while at CSIA. Throughout the 
evening, parents and carers 
commented on the enthusiastic 
and engaging members of staff 
who displayed a passion for 
learning and students fulfilling 

their potential. 
The Academy’s international 
and enrichment programmes 
were particularly popular on 
the evening, with prospective 
students keen to find out more. 
“We are renowned for our extensive 
global networks across the world 
which our visitors were very eager 
to learn about” said Mark Fenlon. 
“Education extends far beyond the 
classroom at CSIA and we inspire 
all of our students to become 
global citizens.” 

 “Visitors commented on how 

impressive the students were who 
supported our Open Evening, 
remarking on their confidence 
and presentation skills” said 
Mark. “Their personal reflections 
and experiences of being at CSIA 
gave an invaluable insight for our 
potential students.” 

Ian Kenworthy added, “Our 
Open Evening showcased that 
our Academy’s success isn’t solely 
based on excellent exam results.” 

“We are a large school able to offer 
a wide range of exciting courses 



and opportunities, with excellent resources. However, 
we are not too large to lose sight of the individual. We 
value the individual and we care. Everyone matters, 
and can feel special, valued and very much part of 
our learning community. With excellent pastoral care, 
an array of extra-curricular and enriching activities, 
students are equipped with the confidence and life-
skills to thrive.” 

There was a real ‘buzz’ about the evening, allowing 
those in attendance to meet our smart and 
enthusiastic students, the passionate staff, and to 
experience our outstanding facilities and unique 
positive ethos, all of which make us the school of 

choice in our local community and beyond. 
The overwhelming conclusion was that parents and 
carers found Camborne Science and International 
Academy to be a school with a tremendously 
positive future and a place that would offer their 
children an exciting and well-rounded education. 
An academy to trust with their child’s future.

The Open Evening took place on Monday 19 
September. 

The natural choice for discerning Parents/Carers who value a 
high quality education with traditional high standards and 

expectations

Best State Secondary School in Cornwall - Real Schools Guide 2016

6 & 7 October
10, 12 & 13 October



Year 10 Work Experience
Work experience is offered as 
part of the national curriculum 
for all students in Year 10.  The 
experience involves taking 
on the role of a young worker 
and engaging in work tasks 
and processes, developing 
employability skills and 
experiencing work environments. 

It is an important part of ‘being 
ready for work’ which allows 
students, of all abilities, to gain 
knowledge about the world of 
work through a ‘real life’ situation.

Our students enjoyed an 
experience of actual working 
life and the employability skills 
needed in today’s workplace

It was an amazing opportunity 
for the students to experience 
the world of work, and to 
work with adults outside of 
their normal school day.  The 
students experienced a range 
of placements covering most of 
Cornwall.

Employers supported students 
from a diverse range of careers 
including, Barclays Bank, 

Whilst in Year 10, students applied for the position of 
prefect.  Students were awarded the position based 
on their attitude towards learning, their character 
and their commitment to our school community.  
In May of Year 10, the successful candidates were 
awarded with their prefect tie.
 
Prefects have many responsibilities and are integral 
to our academy.  They are on duty at lunchtime, 
they help to run important school functions, they 
organise important Year 11 events such as the Prom 
and trip, and they create the Year 11 Year Book and 
DVD.

The prefect team are outstanding students. They 
have represented the school with complete 
commitment and passion over the past term 
and should be very proud of how they have been 
approaching their responsibilities.  I have absolute 
confidence that they will move on to be one of our 
most successful prefect teams.
 
Mrs Naomi Godolphin

Prefect Team 2016-2017

Newquay Airport, RNAS Culdrose, Primary schools, Devon & Cornwall 
Police, Royal Cornwall Hospital Trust, retail shops, constructions sites, 
Plymouth University, veterinary surgeries, and hospitality.

Well done to all our students for first securing and then working 
conscientiously in their placements.  They were ambassadors for 
our Academy and we received many amazing, kind and positive 
comments about our students.  
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Young Chef Competition
Students completed a Young Chef Competition 
at CSIA during Open Evening, producing a variety 
of mouth-watering dishes. Volunteers to the 
competition were required to produce two courses 
in 90 minutes - including a main course and dessert.  
Dishes ranged from Baked Cod to Eton Mess, with 
dishes produced to a high standard. 

The competition was judged by the local Camborne 
and Redruth Rotary Club who were impressed 
with the students’ enthusiasm and skills. From the 
students who entered (Peter A, Jasmine W, Hollie 
W, Bradley C, Oliver C, Caitlyn M, and Patrycja S), 
Patrycja has been invited to enter the next round 
of the competition at Richard Lander in the near 
future. We wish her luck!



Parent Pay

ParentPay – Our online payment service

Thank you to all of our parents who are currently using ParentPay to pay for school trips. ParentPay is a 
secure website that enables you to pay online using your credit or debit card, and is our preferred method 
of making payments to school. 

What are the benefits to parents and pupils?

• ParentPay is easy-to-use and offers you the freedom to make online payments whenever and 
wherever you like, 24/7

• the technology used is of the highest internet security available ensuring that your money will reach 
school safely - offering you peace of mind

• payments can continue to be made by credit/debit card or also by cash through local shops offering 
PayPoint

• full payment histories and statements are available to you securely online at any time
• your children will not have to worry about losing money at school

What are the benefits to our school?

The more that parents use ParentPay, the greater the benefit is to our school. You can help us reduce 
workloads for all staff, creating more time to lend to educational support and the smooth running of the 
school. Using ParentPay also ensures that all financial transactions are safe and secure - helping us to 
remove costs associated with us having to manage cash securely on the school premises.

How to get started with ParentPay

We will shortly be sending account activation details to year 7 parents. Once you receive these:

• Visit www.parentpay.com 
• Enter your Activation username and password in the Account Login section of the homepage. N.B 

These are for one-time use only, you will choose your new username and password for future access 
during the activation process

• Provide all the necessary information and choose your new username and password for your account 
- registering your email address will enable us to send you receipts and reminders

• Once activation is complete you can go straight to Items for payment, select which item(s) you want 
to add to your basket and proceed to complete your payment

If you have any questions or require log in details, please contact the school Finance Office or email Julia 
Atkins atkinsj@cambornescience.co.uk or Tamsin Read readt@cambornescience.co.uk. 



Haydn’s Fantastic Results

Haydn is no stranger to the 
community news, having last 
year made the press with success 
in his local District Rifle Club. This 
time however, the targets that 
Haydn has been aiming for are in 
his academic work.
 
Like the rest of his year group, 
Haydn sat his Core GCSE Science 
exam back in May. We are thrilled 
to report that not only did Haydn 
exceed his target grade a whole 
year early, but he also secured 
that all important C Grade.
 
Haydn, who uses Braille to 
complete his exams, worked 
exceptionally hard all year.

By putting all his effort into his 
lessons and working closely with 
his teachers and TA’s, Haydn 
was able to access a revision 
programme that complimented 
his methods of learning. 

This included liaising with the 
GCSE exam board, working with 
tactile graphs and diagrams, and 
creating audio cd revision guides 
that could be used for his revision 
at home.
 
Haydn was thrilled to receive 
his results in August, which his 
TA’s had come in extra early to 
convert into Braille, so he could 
access the good news for himself.
 
When asked about how he 
felt about his amazing result, 
Haydn explained how he felt he 
achieved it.
 
“I was so happy and shocked to get 
my C in Science. But I knew I had 
done everything I could to prepare 
for the exams. I always make sure 
I am in school as much as I can, 
even if I’m not feeling on top form, 
and always listen to everything the 
teacher says in lessons.

I asked my TA’s and teachers for 
help with making audio revision 
CD’s for me to use at home and 
these really helped me remember 
all the information for the exams.

My tips for other students are to 
try and answer every question in 
exams and not be worried to ask 
for help, as the teachers will always 
do what they can to help you beat 
your targets.”
 
We are all sometimes guilty of 
feeling like giving up when things 
get tough, but I think we can all 
learn something from this story. 
Haydn, you are an inspirational 
young man and we wish you the 
very best of luck for Year 11 and 
the remainder of your GCSEs.

Karen Rogers (TA), Sarah Van-Baalen (Science Teacher), Haydn U, Shane Egglestone (Science 
Teacher) and Laura Newbury (TA)



Geography Trip - Bay of Naples, Italy
Fifty geography students from years 10 to 
12 and five staff enjoyed a memorable trip 
to Italy in the Bay of Naples during the last 
week of the summer term. It started with an 
exhilarating climb of the volcano Vesuvius, 
in light rain and a tour of the crater with a 
volcanologist. The group found themselves 
taking shelter at the top of the highest point 
in Southern Italy in a thunder and lightning 
storm, with the storm below us to begin 
with. It was spectacular. The descent was in 
torrential rain. 

“An amazing trip! I really enjoyed climbing 
a volcano in a storm and going in the 
Mediterranean Sea.” said Annabel H, Year 11. 

The students also visited Herculaneum, buried 
in mud, and Pompeii, buried in ash when 
Vesuvius erupted back in 79AD. Preserved 
skeletons and casts of bodies made the 
disaster poignant and real. 

At Solfatara, an active volcanic fumarole, 
after observing the roaring sulphur vents and 
overpowering smell and heat, the students 
enjoyed drinks and ice cream in the shaded 
cafe. The Amalfi coast day proved very 
popular with coastal defences sketched and 
discussed before the students explored the 
town. We rented four huge parasols on the 
beach and those that wanted to went for a dip 
in the Mediterranean. 

At the hotel in the evenings we had a quiz 
and pizza on the roof terrace in the heat, 
overlooking the bay. We caught the local train 
into Sorrento town for sightseeing, shopping 
and Italian culture. The local beach near the 
hotel was utilised by some students to cool off 
and befriend the locals and nearly everyone 
on the trip partook in the delicious gelateria 
nearby. 

Mathew J, Year 11 said “This is the first time I 
have left the UK. Italy was the best thing I have 
ever done and the best experience.”

Skeletons at Herculaneum

Ascending Vesuvius with a storm approaching

Sketching coastal defences at Amalfi



Relaxing in a Cafe

Remains of Herculaneum

Herculaneum

Pompeii amphitheatre

Ascending Vesuvius

Amalfi Steps
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Cafe at Solfatara

Steps at Pompeii

Roman Takeaway

Descended Vesuvius in the rain

Descending Vesuvius

Working at Amalfi



National Pony Society Summer Championships

Emma J from year 9 and her pony ‘Newoak Flower 
Girl’ (known as Petal at home) have had a fantastic 
year in the world of horse showing! 
 
In our last newsletter we reported on how the 
combination had qualified for three classes at one 
of the most prestigious shows in the Country the 
‘Royal International Horse Show’ (RIHS). The RIHS 
was held at Hickstead near Brighton at the end of 
July.
 
Emma also qualified for the ‘National Pony Society 
Summer Championships’ held at Malvern in August.  

Emma and her family travelled to these competitions 
during the school summer holidays and at RIHS 
Emma and Petal had an amazing result, winning the 
British Show Pony Society (BSPS) Home Produced 
Mixed Height Show Pony Championship.  This is 
quite an achievement as the competition involved 

competitors who had qualified at shows all over the 
country.  Just to compete at RIHS and gain a finalist 
rosette is good, to get placed is excellent but to win 
the class is amazing, a once in a lifetime result!  

Following on from RIHS Emma travelled to the 
NPS Summer Championships, Malvern where they 
also won the Home Produced Show Pony/Show 
Hunter Pony Ridden Championship!

Emma and Petal have had an exciting Summer, 
but there is one horse show that all riders dream to 
compete at ‘Horse of the Year Show’ and they have 
qualified to ride at this event, being held at the NEC, 
Birmingham in October.  They will be competing in 
the SEIB Search for a Star Competition. 
 
Emma is really looking forward to competing at 
HOYS. We wish her luck and look forward to seeing 
how she gets on!



Ben Trevorrow - CSIA Alumni
In September 2012 I left 
Camborne to begin my maths 
degree at the University of 
Exeter. Having no family 
members who had moved away 
to live at university before, I was 
taking a leap into the unknown. 
It’s now 2016 and I’ve graduated 
with a 1st class masters degree, I 
think it’s also safe to say that I’ve 
changed a bit from the fresher 
who arrived in Exeter in 2012. So 
what happened in between?

Well, first of all there was a lot of 
studying. Freshers quickly realise 
that they need to sit up and listen 
when second year arrives. It soon 
sank in that I wasn’t the top of 
my class anymore, and it was 
the people who actually listened 
in lectures, asked questions and 
gave themselves plenty of time 
to finish assignments who got 
the best grades. This was the 
great thing about studying at 
university though – there seemed 
to be a shift in emphasis on the 
purpose of studying. No longer 
was studying all about getting 
the best grades, but rather it was 
more about people doing what 
they loved. 

I think a lot of students at university 
realise that education has value 
and that value is worth the effort 
of studying. Uni of course gives 
you access to some of the world’s 
best academics which makes all 
of this possible. Being able to 
work alongside world renowned 
academics for my final year 
project was definitely a highlight 
of the degree.

Uni is also a fantastic opportunity 
to make lifelong friends, create 
memories, try a new hobby or 
sport, meet people from different 

cultures and also ask the big questions about life. I’ve definitely made 
a number of great friends here and I even did a bit of sport in my 
final year. It’s surprising how many subcultures there are amongst 
the students on campus; there are the sporty lot; the ones who talk 
about politics; the computer geeks; the drum and bass enthusiasts 
and endless others. University tends to be a place where people are 
forming their ideas about the world and are open to talk about it.

It goes without saying that I wouldn’t have gained a place at Exeter if 
it wasn’t for the education and opportunities given by CSIA. It was in 
Camborne where I developed a passion for learning and in particular 
maths, it was here where I was encouraged to keep going on to A-level 
and then university. The resources are there at CSIA to get you to 
university if that’s what you desire, so if you’re doing your A-levels at 
the moment and finding them hard, stick with it, it’s worth it!

Now that I’ve graduated, I’ve moved on to work for the church that I 
went to in Exeter as a student. I’ll be here for at least a year as a youth 
ministry assistant, it’s a full time job and can be quite demanding at 
times although it’s a bit different to a maths degree.



House News

Term One

As we commence a busy new 
term, the House Leaders have 
been reflecting on a highly 
successful year for the House 
System.  From CSIA’s very own 
Musician of the Year competition, 
to a thrilling Sports Day at Carn 
Brea leisure centre, there were 
opportunities aplenty for one of 
the four Houses to take home the 
ultimate reward: taking home the 
House trophy.

At CSIA, students and staff alike 
thrive on the competition within 
the four tribes of the system: 
Abenaki, Aztec, Masai and Maori. 

Throughout the year, House 
Leaders organise a range of 
sporting, academic, creative and 
extracurricular challenges as a 
chance for students to win points 
towards the House League. 

Significantly, these points are 
collated and totaled to establish 
the winner of the all-important 
House Cup at the end of the year. 

Last year’s winners were the 
Ambitious Abenaki’s! Delighted 
Mr Emery(Abenaki House Leader) 
said: “Well done to all members 
of the House, who showed great 
determination, creativity and 
teamwork throughout the year to 

win the prestigious title. Let’s hope 
we can defend the title!” 

The final points league is included 
below. 

Overall House  

Table 16/07/15 

 

Aztec 2395 

Maori 2365 

Masai 2345 

Abenaki 2575 

 

Jack N and Amelia B - Abenaki House Reps with Mr Emery - Abenaki House Leader



2015-16 highlights

One of the firm favourites amongst students and 
staff at CSIA is Sports Day, and for good reason.  
With a plethora of events for all students to try their 
hand at and earn their House points, Sports Day on 
6 July was testament to the endeavour and team 
spirit shown by all four Houses.  It was a great day 
for Aztec, coming 1st overall on the day, with Masai 
second and Abenaki 3rd and Maori 4th.  

Another key event was Quidditch, an event 
introduced by the innovative Mr Ashley.  The 
inspiration for this challenge came from the hugely 
popular Harry Potter books, written by J.K Rowling, 
involving the action-packed game which is played 
by wizards and witches, called Quidditch.  

This was a hugely popular event and was enjoyed 
by both students and staff spectators in the sports 
hall. It was a great day for Mr Ashley’s House, Masai, 
who came joint 1st overall.

With Aztec and Abenaki neck-and-neck, it was 
down to the last ePraise collection and Musician 
of the Year final on Friday 8th July to decide the 
eventual winners, Abenaki.

The 2016 Musician of the Year competition proved 
even more popular than ever before. Massive 
crowds stormed the Music suite to enjoy the 
performances and support their peers. 

Students were then invited to enter either as solo 
or group performers to share their musical talent. 
Each performance was judged by the Music Council 
(chaired by Head Judge Alexandria G) and were 
given points for both quality of performance and 
entertainment factor. In the last week of the summer 
term, six students progressed and competed in the 
grand final in the Main Hall.

The quality of all performances made it extremely 
difficult for the judges to decide on the overall 

Quidditch Year 9 Rounders

Year 7 5-a-side Football

ABENAKI Abenaki

Aztec

Maori

Masai



winner.  However, one student had to be singled 
out as CSIA’s overall Musician of the Year 2016, 
with Joshua P taking home the coveted award for 
Abenaki after a dazzling display on the piano!

House Representatives were key in supporting the 
smooth running of Sports Day and other events 
throughout the year. As student Representatives for 
their House they took charge of organising teams 
and participants for each event, as well as cheering 
on fellow House members throughout the day. 
House Leaders also commended the contributions 
of their House Captains who were a great support, 
rallying the troops and were integral in the smooth 
running of lunchtime events.

As we approach the fifth year of the house system, 
there are a variety of exciting events for students 
to get involved with. From sports enthusiast to 
creative genius to Maths mastermind, there will be 
a competition for everyone. 

Last year, the participation in various activities was 
impressive. However, this year we are anticipating 
bigger and better results. As well as new lunchtime 
competitions and quizzes, the old favourites, 
including the shoe box challenge, RPE Christmas 
decorations and lunchtime sporting events, will be 
back. Additionally, Quidditch will return, alongside 
CSIA’s ‘Musician of the Year’ competition!

House Leaders, students and staff are all looking 
forward to another exciting year as our House 
system grows more and more integral to our whole 
school environment. More importantly, who will be 
next year’s champions?

House Singing Competition



Australia 2016

Five Year 11 students from 
Camborne Science and 
International Academy were 
recently invited to a highly 
prestigious International Science 
Fair in Adelaide, joined by 
students from the leading Science 
specialist schools from around 
the world. Abbie A, Kayleigh W, 
Ross W, Sam N and Connor W 
and two members of staff (Shane 
Egglestone, Science Teacher and 
Jen Ward, Mathematics Teacher) 
spent two weeks in Australia 
enjoying a “trip of a lifetime.” 

“Not only was the visit tremendously 
educational, our students were 
also able to experience a fantastic 

week of culture; staying with local 
families who helped them enjoy 
every aspect of Australian life” 
commented Mr Egglestone. 
“Without question, it was an 
incredibly enriching two weeks, 
with students making lifelong 
friends and memories and having 
experiences which will support 
them throughout the rest of their 
lives.” 

The International Science Fair 
allowed students to be involved 
in several inspiring Science-
based activities alongside their 
peers from various countries 
including Thailand, Singapore, 
Japan, Canada, China and Korea. 

“They were able to use cutting edge 
technologies such as 3D printers 
and robot programming software 
which they were all very excited 
about!”

In addition, the students 
presented a Science project to an 
audience of teachers and peers. 
“Our talented group had been 
preparing the project for several 
months prior to the trip and faced 
challenging questions from the 
panel of experts, but they were 
totally focused and knowledgable.” 

The maturity and professionalism 
of the group was also recognised 
by staff at the Australian Science 



and Mathematics School, when they asked CSIA 
student Sam N to speak at the closing ceremony of 
the Science fair. 

“I am absolutely delighted with the positive feedback 
our students received from the judging panels and this 
is down to the hard work and dedication that they 
show on a daily basis” added Miss Ward.

The group went on numerous excursions which 
included visiting wildlife parks, museums and a boat 
trip. Abbie A said, “The chance to feed and interact 
with real life Australian animals such as koala bears 
and kangaroos was one that I will not be forgetting in 
a hurry!” 

“Whilst staying with my host family, they took me to 
Sellick’s Point where I was able to see stars that weren’t 
affected by light pollution, such as the South Cross!” 
commented Ross W. 

“In today’s digital world, geographic borders no longer 
exist and the skills developed by interacting with 
other cultures are becoming increasingly valuable” 
commented Principal at CSIA, Ian Kenworthy. “It’s 
our aim for all students to become global citizens, 
providing them with the opportunity to interact 
and immerse themselves in different cultures. We 
commend the fantastic work of our students at the 
International Science Fair and for being such fantastic 
representatives of CSIA.” 



Nexus at CSIA

Nexus is home to CSIA’s Gifted STEM programme, a unique programme that offers students who are 
especially able in Science, Technology and Mathematics a chance to thrive and shine in their chosen field 
of study through a bespoke curriculum designed to engage and challenge gifted learners. Alongside this 
specially designed curriculum, students experience a rich co-curricular programme that complements the 
curriculum and deepens and develops the scholarship of these students. This co-curricular programme 
is open to all students of CSIA.

We welcome students into Nexus 7 and Nexus 8

Nexus was buzzing before the end of term as we welcomed our new Year 7 and 8 cohort into the Gifted 
STEM Programme. The parents and students heard details of the Programme and heard about the 
unparalleled co-curricular opportunities that are on offer to them next year.

One parent commented “I’ve never seen her so excited. She would start tomorrow if she could.”

Hilary Lowe, previously CEO of NACE (National Association of Gifted Children in Education) and now 
Education Advisor gave a presentation to parents, students and staff in which she described how CSIA is 
rising to the challenge of excellent provision for the most able by:

·    Highly valuing each child as an individual
·    Not setting limits for anyone
·    Believing all can achieve
·    Understanding learning and providing great teaching
·    Open doors and open minds
·    Engaging in partnerships to profit the school and community
·    Visionary, focussed and pragmatic

She described Nexus as “ Principled innovation within the comprehensive ideal.”

We are very excited to continue our journey.



Nexus at Air Day

We had a spectacular day at RNAS Culdrose on 28 July. Sixteen Nexus students and staff ran immensely 
popular Planetarium sessions and aeronautical workshops in the STEM Hangar.

Hundreds of people attended the CSIA Nexus stand, including Captain Adrian Orchard and his special 
guests Rear Admiral Fleet Air Arm Keith Blount, Admiral Sir Mark Stanhope and Lady Stanhope. Captain 
Orchard gave Camborne Science and International Academy a special mention in his luncheon address, 
highlighting the work the school is doing to raise the profile of STEM and create opportunities for students 
to engage in STEM in Cornwall.

It was a wonderful event, and the Nexus students did a fabulous job leading the workshops and the 
Planetarium talks. You can see from the pictures how busy we were! We were proud and honoured to 
have been asked to contribute to the event, and look forward to a successful ongoing partnership with our 
colleagues and friends at RNAS Culdrose.

Rear Admiral Fleet Air Arm Keith Blount, Mrs Blount, Dr Jo Foster, Admiral Sir Mark Stanhope, Lady Stanhope, Esther 
Wallington (Ministry of Defence) & Captain Adrian Orchard.

The Nexus stand was inundated with interested people all day.



An extraordinary start for Nexus

Nexus is CSIA’s Specialist centre for Maths and Science, and a hub for the Most Able in the South West. 
On its own Campus, immediately adjacent to Camborne Railway station, it has excellent rail links, with a 
journey time of only 15 minutes to Truro by train.

On September 5th, Nexus opened its doors to the students who have been awarded places on the Gifted 
STEM Programme. A programme that is described as ‘Breathtaking’ by NACE, the National Charity for 
Able children in education, and one that is unique in the UK. The programme is designed to give the most 
able students in Science and Mathematics in KS3, 4 and 5 an outstanding education, one that leads to a 
place on the course of their choice at the best universities in the world. Students who have been on the 
Gifted STEM programme will also have had experiences of meeting, working with and being mentored by 
some of the UK’s top academic scientists and Mathematicians.

The first couple of weeks at Nexus have been a whirlwind of new experiences for the students, who have 
described their experiences so far at Nexus as “Amazing”, “Fantastic”, and “I thought it would be brilliant, 
and it is even better than I thought!”. Students in the Gifted STEM Programme study Maths and Science at 
Nexus on two days per week, and spend the remaining time at the main CSIA Campus, where they have 
their tutor group and the rest of their lessons. Students have also enjoyed spending time with Lola, our 
STEM dog, who visits Nexus regularly and provides an opportunity for some of the students to take her 
for a walk and have cuddles with her at break, lunch and tea time.

Astronomy



Nexus isn’t only for the students 
in the Gifted Programme; each 
day at Nexus there is a STEM-
related co-curricular activity, 
and many of these are open to 
students at the main campus as 
well. So far, students have taken 
part in Astronomy with Dr. Grant 
and Mrs. Kim Mackintosh and had 
Mandarin lessons, including one 
alongside some students visiting 
from China who were able to 
help with their pronunciation. 
Students have also begun 
working on their entries for 
the national Big Bang Science 
competition, and programmed 
their tiny Micro:bit computers. 
The Micro:bits can now be used as 
a random number generator, an 
opponent in rock, paper scissors 
or a calculator.

The Nexus VI Form group have 
also begun their Programme, 
using the quiet, light, specially 
designed spaces for private study 
and this week attending a lecture 
given by Dr. Jen Jackson of the 
British Antarctic Survey and 
Cambridge University. Dr. Jackson 
is a scientific advisor to the 
Whaling Commission, and she 
shared her work on determining 
population recovery after whaling 
using genetic markers. The Nexus 
VI form students  met with Dr. 
Jackson afterwards for over an 
hour of questions. Dr. Jackson 
was bowled over by the students, 
facilities and programme at 
Nexus and described it as “an 
incredible place”.

Pirate FM broadcast live from 
Nexus on 13th September, taking 
part in some noisy experiments, 
having a lesson in the Planetarium 
and meeting some of our 
International visitors, who helped 
the presenter to learn some basic 
phrases in Mandarin.



There is a lot to look forward to at Nexus this term; 
co-curricular activities continue, with students 
beginning Astronomy GCSE after half term. Nexus 
7 and 8 will be taking part in a Space Week activity 
in October with visitors from the National Space 
Agency. We have friends from National Junior 
College Singapore joining us for some collaborative 
projects in November, and a trip for the Year 11 and 
VI Formers to CERN. 

If your son or daughter is in Years 7 or 8 at CSIA and 
has not yet applied for the Gifted Programme, there 
is an opportunity to apply to join the Programme in 
December. Please contact Reception for details. If 
your son or daughter is in Year 6, information about 

how to join the Gifted Programme will be sent to 
you once your child’s place at CSIA is confirmed.

Our Primary Maths and Science Programmes begin 
this week, with local schools invited to come ‘Star 
Gazing’ with us and Dr. Mackintosh, and Maths 
Masterclasses for the most able Mathematicians on 
Friday mornings. We also run Gifted Primary STEM 
Clubs – a great start if your child would like to apply 
for the Gifted STEM Programme. Your Primary 
School has further information on this, or contact 
CSIA reception for further details. Can’t wait to see 
you there!

Lola is a French Bulldog puppy, and we hope that she will be a regular visitor to Nexus.

Students who are very able sometimes need emotional support to manage difficult feelings. Studies have 
shown that children can benefit educationally and emotionally through contact with pets.  Dogs can help 
to reduce stress levels, and provide comfort when students find it difficult to talk about their feelings. At 
Universities like Harvard and Yale, dogs can be ‘borrowed’ by students, which has been shown to improve 
student wellbeing.

There will be no expectation for students to interact with Lola if they prefer not to, and Lola’s contact with 
students will always be supervised.

Lola - our new STEM dog



Nexus 7 - 2016/2017

Nexus 8 - 2016/2017

Nexus 7 meets Lola, the STEM Dog



Chinese visitors at Nexus

Gifted STEM Club

The Hive Mandarin Lessons





Thanking all parents, carers and students who have offered to host our many guests. 
We know they will experience a warm Cornish hospitality.

International students visiting CSIA 

For more information on our International Programme,
please visit our website:

www.cambornescience.co.uk

  Ritsumeikan High School, Japan - April/May   Mahidol Wittayanusorn School, Thailand - April/May   NUSHS, Singapore - June/July
  KSA, South Korea - June/July   ASMS, Australia - June/July   FRC, Canada - June/July 

  Experimental School of Beihang University. China - September   NJC, Singapore - November

Canada  

Australia  

South Korea Exchange - November 2016

Exchange to Super Science Fair - November 2016

Uji Humanities Conference - January 2017

Thailand  

China  

Singapore  

Japan  

Japan  

Singapore  

Singapore  

Japan  

Winnipeg, Canada Science Fair - September 2017

Adelaide, International Science Fair - September 2017

 South Korea  

Exchange, Mahidol Wittayanusorn School - October 2016

Japan Super Global Forum - January 2017

VI Form Exchange - November 2016

NJC, International Science Challenge - May 2017

Singapore Collaboration Project, NJC, VI Form - October 2016

South Korea   International Student Science Fair - August 2017

NUS High School, Singapore Exchange - February 2017 

Thailand   International Science Fair - January 2017



Camborne Science and International Academy is hosting another 
programme of inspirational Super Saturday Workshops for Gifted and 
Talented Year 5 students from our partner primary schools.


